First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
Prelude
Welcome

Gathering in God’s Presence
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory.
Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
In Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie:
Turn to us again, O God our Savior, let your anger cease from us.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God; may your glory dwell in us.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Text: Ryan Hostler, base on Psalm 85:4,7,9
Music: Ryan Hostler
Copyright ©2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted for reproduction of this time for non-sale local use only.
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Lighting the Advent Wreath
Wreath Prayer
To the One who gives us Hope,
Thank you for inviting us to this time of waiting.
Help us to:
open our eyes so we can see your light,
open our ears so we can hear your words of hope,
open our minds so we can understand you,
open our hearts so we can receive your love.
Come, long expected Jesus, we are waiting for you!
Amen.
All sing while one candle is lit.
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
The Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hearing God’s Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is seated
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
14

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
Refrain:

Psalm Tone:

Refrain
1

To | you, O Lord,
I lift | up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4
Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.
Refrain
5

Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6
Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
Refrain
7

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord.
8
You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9
You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.
Refrain
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Second Reading: Thessalonians 3:9-13
9

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand
Gospel Acclamation:

Text: Cameroon traditional Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell ©1986 Iona Community, GIA Publication Inc.
Used under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997
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Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son
of Man.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation is seated

Children’s Sermon
Sermon
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Responding to God’s Word
The congregation is invited to stand
Hymn of the Day: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”
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OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Response:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering Prayer
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.
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Sharing the Lord’s Supper
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation is seated
Lamb of God

Distribution of Communion
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Communion Hymns:
“Come, Now, O God”

OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997
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“In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness”

OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997

The congregation is invited to stand
14

Post-Communion Blessing
Post-Communion Prayer
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

Sending
Benediction
Sending Hymn: “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”
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The Spirituals sing of joy and sorrow, hope and despair, enlightenment, and motivation. They form a window into
the soul of the slave and touch the spirits of those who sing or hear them. “The spiritual, then,” said theologian
James Cone, summarizing their power, “is the spirit of the people struggling to be free; it is their religion, their
source of strength in a time of trouble.” …. “The best approach in interpreting the song is to feel one’s way into
the cultural and historical milieu of the people’s mind and let the song speak to and for you…. The meaning of the
song is not contained in the bare words but in the black history that created it.”
From “In Their Own Words. Slave Life and the Power of Spirituals” by Eileen Guenther

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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