
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 19, 2021

10:30 am

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering in God’s Presence
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The congregation is invited to stand

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
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Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise
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The Prayer of the Day

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help
us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and
understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Hearing God’s Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The congregation is seated

First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20

 18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;
  then you showed me their evil deeds.
 19But I was like a gentle lamb
  led to the slaughter.
 And I did not know it was against me
  that they devised schemes, saying,
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
  let us cut him off from the land of the living,
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
 20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
  who try the heart and the mind,
 let me see your retribution upon them,
  for to you I have committed my cause.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 54

Refrain

Tone

Refrain (cantor)
Refrain (all)

 1Save me, O God, |  by your name;
  in your might, de- |  fend my cause.
 2Hear my |  prayer, O God;
  give ear to the words |  of my mouth.
 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have |  sought my life,
  those who have no re- |  gard for God.
 4Behold, God |  is my helper;
  it is the Lord who sus- |  tains my life.
Refrain
 5Render evil to those who |  spy on me;
  in your faithful- |  ness, destroy them.
 6I will offer you a |  freewill sacrifice
  and praise your name, O Lord, for |  it is good.
 7For you have rescued me from |  every trouble,
  and my eye looks down |  on my enemies.
Refrain
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Second Reading:James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above,
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also
be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4:

  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is invited to stand

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know
it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But
they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The congregation is seated

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Responding to God’s Word

The congregation is invited to stand

Hymn of the Day: “Children of the Heavenly Father”
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:
Response: Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sharing the Lord’s Supper
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is seated
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Lamb of God

Distribution of Communion

About  Our Communion Hymn:

“Spirituals are snapshots. They paint many-faceted pictures of an enslaved population in the
words of the slaves as they describe their housing, food, clothing, resistance, and evangelization.
The songs allow entry into the lives of those enslaved from the “inside out,” rather than from the
“outside in.” Scholar Benjamin Mays, writing in 1933, said of Spirituals:
These songs are the expressions of the restriction and dominations which their creators
experienced in the world about them. They represent the soul-life of the people. They embody the
joy and sorrow, the hope and despair, the pathos and aspiration of the newly transplanted
people; and through them the race was able to endure suffering and survive. Clearly the Negro
Spiritual are not songs of hate; they are not songs of revenge. They are songs neither of war nor
of conquest. They are songs of the soil and of the soul.”

“Let Us Break Bread Together,” an African American Spiritual, is “said to have been used as a
signal song in the Commonwealth of Virginia for the calling of secret meetings, “facing the rising
sun” may reflect an African custom or the fact the missionaries sometimes held services in the
early morning hours.”

From “In Their Own Words. Slave Life and the Power of Spirituals” by Eileen Guenther
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Communion Hymns:
“Let Us Break Bread Together”
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“We Come to the Hungry Feast”
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The congregation is invited to stand

Post-Communion Blessing

Post-Communion Prayer

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sending

Benediction
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Sending Hymn: “We Are Marching in the Light of God”
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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