Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Prelude
Welcome
Children’s Sermon

Gathering in God’s Presence
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
Who calls us beloved children,
Who gathers us into one flock,
Who guides us into all truth.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins trusting that God will forgive us
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful and just God,
we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear,
bound by the ways that lead to death.
We have not loved others as you have first loved us.
Forgive us, God of mercy.
Let your Holy Spirit work in us
to change our lives and make us new,
that we may know the abundant life
given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
In this is love,
not that we loved God but that God loved us
and sent the Son to atone for our sins.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
I announce to you that your sins are forgiven.
Let the perfect love of God cast out fear,
fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others.
Amen.

1

Gathering Hymn: “Now the Green Blade Rises”
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Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie:
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Hymn of Praise:
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The Prayer of the Day
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Hearing God’s Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
The congregation is seated
First Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love
one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us.
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By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
14
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.
15
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we
have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as
he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love
because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom
they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31
Refrain:

Tone:

Refrain
25
From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the Lord,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
Refrain
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord.
30
Their descendants shall | serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”
Refrain
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Gospel Acclamation:
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Gospel: John 15:1-8
The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Day by Day”
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Prayers of Intercession
Response:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Benediction
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Sending Hymn: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Support
Waltham Fields Community Farm
and
Project Bread’s “Walk for Hunger”
For many years we have had a First Lutheran team participate
in Project Bread’s annual Walk for Hunger. The Walk for
Hunger raises millions of dollars to support food pantries and
feeding programs all over the Greater Boston area.
This year’s event is mostly virtual, and thus we are not seeking
walkers. We are, however, partnering with Waltham Fields
Community Farm (WFCF) in seeking to raise funds. LuAnn
Kimker, a member of our First Lutheran Justice and Service
Team will join the WFCF team as our First Lutheran
representative. Any of us wising to make donations can go
the web site listed below, and select “LuAnn Kimker” to
contribute toward our First Lutheran gift. Note that 60% of
our gifts will support Waltham Fields Community Farm, and
the other 40% will support Project Bread. If you would like to
make a gift click on the link below.
Blessed be God who is our bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.
http://support.projectbread.org/site/TR/Walk/WalkforHunger?team_id=81672&pg=team&fr_id=1431
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