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Opening responses

We gather in this place;
some of us empty, some of us broken:
Yearning for the Holy Spirit to fill us.

We come, among fellow seekers who have shown us the way:
Trusting that God will continue to illumine our hearts.

We gather round the Font of grace, longing to be nourished by the Word of life:
That graced, we may serve others;
That healed, we may bring hope to the world.

We gather in this place, trusting that the risen Christ will meet us.

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

Clinging to the Risen Christ in Community

Word: Luke 24:44-53

The holy gospel according to Luke..
Glory to you, O Lord.
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the
temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Reflection
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Responsive Prayer

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  

Brief silence

Gracious God, living under the shadow of this pandemic we pray for those bearing particular
hardships:

For those who have lost love ones, bring comfort;
For those who have lost means of income, give provision;
For those who struggle with loneliness, mental illness or emotional fatigue, bring healing.
For medical workers and others on the front lines of care, provide strength, perseverance,

and times of rest
And finally O God, we pray for an end to this pandemic. Lord in your mercy
Hear Our Prayer.
 

In the majesty of your love, you rule the world with justice and mercy. Give those in authority the
spirit of your love, so that all who are hungry and poor receive food and resources, and all people
flourish and live in peace. Lord in your mercy
Hear Our Prayer.

You heal those who are sick and bind up the brokenhearted. Attend to the cares and needs of the
hurting and hopeless in our congregation, community, workplaces, schools, and families
(especially those we now name silently or aloud). Lord in your mercy
Hear Our Prayer.

You have gathered us in this congregation, enlightened our hearts, and given us a share of the
immeasurable greatness of your power. Help us love one another, be reconciled where we are
divided, and share the riches of your grace with our neighbors. Lord in your mercy
Hear Our Prayer.

In raising Christ from the dead, you put your great power to work in the world. Raise us and all
who have died in the faith with Christ. We remember saints in our lives and in our community
(calling particular saints to mind in this moment). Thank you for their gifts among us. Lord in your
mercy
Hear Our Prayer.

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us.
Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Clinging to the Risen Christ in Promise

Word: Psalm 47

Words and Music: David Lee ©1996 David Lee
Used under CCLI License #20823990

Reflection

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the waters of baptism, we are promised God’s forgiveness,
enduring love and transforming Spirit.

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
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We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Rejoice in this Good News.
You are God’s beloved,
and the Spirit of our Risen and Ascended Lord
is at work within you.
Thanks be to God!

Clinging to the Risen Christ in Hope

Word: “Christ Has No Body” by Teresa of Avila (1515 - 1582)

Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

Born in Spain, Teresa entered a Carmelite convent when she was eighteen, and later earned a reputation as a
mystic, reformer, and writer who experienced divine visions. She founded a convent, and wrote the book ”The
Way of Perfection” for her nuns. Other important books by her include her Autobiography and ”The Interior
Castle.”
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Reflection

Hymn: Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor
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Concluding Prayer

O Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Blessing

We will not cling tightly to the past:
But go forth and serve our God.

We will not spend time looking up to heaven:
But go and serve Christ’s siblings here on earth.

We will not hoard our gifts:
But share the spirit which dwells in us.
And as we go, may almighty God bless us, and keep us, now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Opening Responses and Blessing from “Into the Heart of God” by Thom Shuman © Thom Shuman. Published by
Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, Glasgow, UK. Used by permission.  Other liturgical materials from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Augsburg Fortress Publishers ©2006 ELCA.  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License
#SB147106.
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