First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
Prelude
Welcome
Children’s Sermon

Gathering in God’s Presence
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The congregation is invited to stand
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
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Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
Litany for Lent
We begin as printed below, then after the leader sings a short phrase (the wording will vary), the
assembly responds, alternating between these two responses. At the end the second response will be
repeated.
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The Prayer of the Day
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness
of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy
angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hearing God’s Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The congregation is seated
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, 10
 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11
 I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12
 God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: 13
 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. 14
 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
15
clouds,  I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16
 When the bow is
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17
 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
8

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm:

Psalm 25:1-10

Refrain:

Tone:

Refrain
1

To | you, O Lord,
I lift | up my soul.
2
 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3
 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4
 Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.

Refrain
 Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6
 Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7
 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord.
8
 You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
5

Refrain
 You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10
 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.
9

Refrain
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Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19
 in which also he went and
20
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,  who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. 21
 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not
as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22
 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation:
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Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10
 And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11
 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
9

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13
 He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
12

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15
 and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
14

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day: “When We Are Tested”
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Response:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Benediction
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Sending Hymn: “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
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Note about our Sending Hymn:
“Spirituals are snapshots. They paint many-faceted pictures of an enslaved population in the words of
the slaves as they describe their housing, food, clothing, resistance, and evangelization. The songs
allow entry into the lives of those enslaved from the “inside out,” rather than from the “outside in.”
Scholar Benjamin Mays, writing in 1933, said of Spirituals:
These songs are the expressions of the restriction and dominations which their creators
experienced in the world about them. They represent the soul-life of the people. They
embody the joy and sorrow, the hope and despair, the pathos and aspiration of the
newly transplanted people; and through them the race was able to endure suffering and
survive. Clearly the Negro Spiritual are not songs of hate; they are not songs of revenge.
They are songs neither of war nor of conquest. They are songs of the soil and of the
soul.”
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
The slaves’ association with Jesus was of such a personal nature that they believed Jesus accompanied
them daily on their earthly journey and helped them endure its pains and sorrows. They firmly
believed this companionship would take them to freedom and, ultimately, to heaven.
From “In Their Own Words: Slave Life and the Power of Spirituals” by Eileen Guenther

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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