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It is the end of another academic
year, and we are preparing to move
to our summer schedule with one
service on Sunday mornings instead
of two. As we do so, I want to express my gratitude for all who have
supported our Sunday worship services over the past year. For assistant ministers and lectors, altar guild
and choir members; for ushers, greeters, and counters;
thank you for your faithful care. So too, thank you to
all who support our worship services with your presence; by showing up Sunday after Sunday and adding
your voice, your prayer, your self. It is a blessing!
“Why?” someone might ask. “Why is that a blessing?”
Or to ask related questions, “What difference does it
make that the church gathers for worship Sunday after
Sunday?”
“Does God really need our praise?”
“Does going to church make me a good person?”

A basic problem in the questions above is that it interprets our relationship with God as something contractual. By contractual I mean that we do something for
God (attend worship), and God does something for us
(make us better and like a genie in a bottle answer our
prayers). But God doesn’t want to be in a distant contractual relationship with us, God who loves us wants
more intimacy than that. Likewise, God doesn’t want
to make us better; instead, God wants to make us new!
According to Martin Luther, God’s method for making
us new is through the proclamation of God’s Word
which, through law and gospel, has the power of death
and resurrection. There is an old, sinful creature that
lives in each of us. God doesn’t want to make this old
creature better, God wants to put it to death, in order
that a new creature may be born.
What is this old creature like? The old creature seeks
after power and glory and will trample others to get it;
and will misuse the scriptures to say that power and
glory attained must be a sign of God’s approval.
So too, the old creature seeks control, believing that if
one is securely in control one (with no real need of
God) one will be happy. Tor this sense of control he or
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she will turn the scriptures in to a rule book used to
judge others (but rarely one’s own self).
Finally, the old creature will repeatedly succumb to
the original temptation in the garden of Eden, “To
be like God, deciding what is right and what is
wrong,” and of course most always putting one’s
own self on the side of the right.
So, Martin Luther continues, God created the
Church in order that through the proclamation of
God’s law and gospel the old creature might be put
to death and a new creation might be born.
We come to worship bringing the old creature with
us and find God’s Word condemning our judgmentalism and our thirst for power, glory, and control.
This then drives us to Christ for forgiveness and life,
and opens us to hear the Gospel. This is the Good
News that even with our flaws we are loved as we
are; the Good News that God is already providing
what we need and will continue to do so. The Good
News that that in our out-of-control lives God holds
us and invites us to cast all our anxieties upon
him… Sunday after Sunday, year after year.
So come to worship as you are able, and bring your
old self. Bring others in your household with you,
or if they are not in a place to join you, come alone.
Come at 9:30 am on Sundays in the summer, then at
8:15 or 10:30 am beginning on September 10.
Why? So that through the power of God’s Word a
new person may be again and again reborn; a new
creation, less afraid and less driven to have control,
with more compassion and forgiveness, a greater
desire for justice, and with a deeper hope and trust.
All this God does through his Word. A blessing indeed!
Faithfully, Pastor Maehl
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Nurturing Faith
Vacation Bible School
July 10 - 14, 2017
We are excitedly preparing
and are grateful to have all of
our lead teachers identified.
We still are looking for adults who might be
able to help lead groups to the park on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday afternoon. If
you might be available from 12:30 to 2:30 pm on
any ONE of these days, please contact Pastor
Maehl
Note: There will be a VBS Youth Meeting at
10:45 on Sunday, June 18th.

VBS Art Kits
We will again be collecting materials to include in
“Art Kits” that will be assembled by the VBS children and then given to families participating in the
Waltham Family School. The cost of one kit is
about $20. Over the next month we welcome contributions of cash (mark "Art Kits" on your donation) or the following:
• White Glue (individual bottles) 4 ounce size
• Glue sticks
• Colored markers---washable only, pack of 10
• Colored pencils--packs of 12 or 24
• Children’s scissors--blunt tips
• Water color sets--sets of 8 colors
• Extra paint brushes for the watercolors
• Pencil sharpeners
• Colored tissue paper (for crafts)
• Sheets of stickers (appropriate for either gender)
Also, please continue to keep our Vacation Bible
School program in your prayers. We are estimating that we may have roughly 75 children
and 15 or more youth. We pray that God will bless
us with the resources we need, keep everyone
safe, and inspire all the leaders.

From the Faith Formation Team
With Appreciation
On Sunday, May 12 we held an appreciation
breakfast for our Sunday school teachers, art Sunday leaders, library helpers, and all on our Faith
Formation team. The breakfast was masterfully
catered by Paul Weeden (a professional chef) who
provided an exquisite meal. If you would like to
be invited to the breakfast next May, let any of us
know and we’ll find a role for you in our Faith
Formation ministry.
Our thanks to Paul for the breakfast and to our
Sunday School leaders for their great efforts.
The Faith Formation Team
(Lori Hrdlicka, Geri Nederhoff, LuAnn Kimker, Brad Nederhoff, and Pastor Maehl)

Summer Camp Update
We now have 14 children and youth from
both First Lutheran
and Santuario Lutherano signed up for
a week at Camp Calumet Lutheran. That is
our largest number
ever!

Basket Raffle
On May 28, we raised over $700 for our Camp
Calumet Fund through a quilt and basket raffle.
Our thanks to Diana Dupuis, Ardeith Froeberg,
and Rut Johnson for coordinating the raffle and
to Diana Dupuis for the donation of the beautiful
quilt. Also, a heartfelt thank you to all who donated baskets.
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Doing Justice, Serving Others
Chaplains on the Way
Senior Classics
Thursday, May 18, 16 seniors
plus Pastor Maehl enjoyed a
delicious and joyous lunch at
the historic Wayside Inn in
Sudbury. Thank you all for
such a fine time.

Our next meeting will be June 15. Perhaps we can
plan activities for the next season. Bring some
ideas, your lunch, and a smile. All welcome to
join us for coffee and …
Ardeith Froeberg for the Senior Classics

Lawn Mowing
Our summer lawn mowing
is underway!
Remember we are inviting
people to either sign up for
mowing one week during
the summer or two sign up
and pay a youth to do so.
To sign up for yourself, write your name next to
any week on the sign up sheet in the Pearson
Room, than come any time during that week at
your convenience to mow.
To sign up and have a youth mow,
• Write your name next to any week on the
sign up sheet,
• Write $30 next to your name
• Put $30 in the offering marked lawn mowing.
Then we will find a youth to come during that
week and pay the youth $15. The remaining $15
will be used to support our major youth trip to
Houston, Texas for the ELCA National Youth
Gathering planned for the summer of 2018.
Thanks for sharing in the care of the facility which
God has entrusted to us all.

Chaplains On the Way (COTW), one of our First
Lutheran partner organizations, offers spiritual encouragement and accompaniment to homeless and
other marginalized people in Waltham. Last Christmas members of First Lutheran responded generously to COTW with donations of socks and coffeeshop gift cards.
COTW now is thrilled to announce that it has been
selected by Not Your Average Joe's restaurant at
1265 Main Street, Waltham, to be their "Not Your
Average Cause" for July. This means that on each
Tuesday in July, if you patronize Not Your Average
Joe's and show a copy of the COTW certificate
(available at church), they will donate 15% of your
entire purchase* to COTW.
So, during July, when you feel too hot to cook Tuesday dinner, please consider dining at NYAJ's. Reservations are recommended. (And if you expect
Wednesday to be just as hot, consider that a Tuesday
take-out order can be reheated in your microwave!)
Finally, I encourage you to pass around copies of the
certificate to friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc If
anyone wants more information about COTW, talk
with me or check the Chaplains on the Way web site
at www.chaplainsontheway.us.
Paul Pintu

Care Dimensions
Hospice Volunteers Needed
Care Dimensions, a non-profit agency that provides
compassionate care for advanced illness and end of
life. They are particularly in need of new volunteers
as the agency is building a new inpatient hospice
facility in the town of Lincoln.
Their director writes, “Volunteers are ordinary people making extraordinary differences in the lives of
our patients. No matter what your skills, talents, or
motivation, we have a volunteer opportunity for you!
Our next seven week hospice volunteer training
course begins in July. Please contact Sr. Volunteer
Coordinator, Jane Corrigan at 781-373-6574 or
jcorrigan@caredimensions.org for more info,
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Walking Together in God’s Love
Prayer Concerns
Members of our First Lutheran Community: Christina Danielson; Connie
Danielson; Mimi Ham; Rosy Hebert; Bill Kalke; Kathryn McCowan; Cynthia
Niiler.
Friends and Family: the Barazi family (friends of the Biter’s); Brown family
(friends of the Flinner/Hoff family); Christiansen family (friends of Jennifer Lambert); Peggy Codner
(Tristan Codner’s mother); Steve Connearney (friend of First Lutheran); Magnus Forsman (great-nephew
of Rut Johnson); Pelle Geholm (twin brother of Rut Johnson); Joann Green (mother of a colleague of Sarah
Rauhut); Ray Hauck (great nephew of Rosy Hebert); Gail Hoftender (sister of Geri Nederhoff); Norma
Huisman (aunt of Brad Nederhoff); Duke Katterheinrich (LuAnn Kimker’s father); Ellen Katterheinrich
(LuAnn Kimker’s mom); Eudeen MacSweeney (friend of Rut Johnson); Helen Marquedant (friend of Paul
and Susan Pintus); Sally Raymond (Jen Biter’s mom); Bob and Martha Rediehs (uncle and aunt of Ann
Sjodin); Stacey Reed (sister of Penny Alexander); Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl).
For those who grieve: the family and friends of Kurt Kresge (step-father of Peter Pinch); the family and
friends of Ray Jahrling.
For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and Santuario Luterano, the Spanish speaking Lutheran
congregation in Waltham. For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The
Waltham Community Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Álliance to Create Housing, and
ELCÁ World Hunger.
If you would like to add/remove a name to/from the prayer list, please inform the church office.

Our Thanks to
Sarah Rauhut for her excellent work filling in for Cynthia Niiler during Cynthia’s sabbatical.
Sandy Hebert and Adam Smith for sharing their musical gifts with us on Sunday mornings.
Jennifer Lambert, Ken and LuAnn Kimker for coordinating the June 3rd Trivia Night.

Angela Neal and Brad Nederhoff for offering to serve as our delegates to the New England Synod annual
assembly being held June 9-10 in Springfield, MA.
Norman Adams for overseeing the cutting of two large trees next to the tower entrance (take a look next
time you drive by).
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Visit us on the Web at:
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Church - Waltham, MÁ
Our Mission: We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:
Walk together in God’s love: nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.

