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It feels to me that we are undergo-
ing a period of modest growth.   
The 8:15 am Sunday worship ser-
vice is becoming more stable with 
a regular committed group partici-
pating, we will be receiving new 
members on June 5, and we con-
tinue to have visitors on a regular 
basis.    Also, our VBS program is 
expanding. 

 

New growth can bring challenges.  Two challenges I 
want to lift up before you, and ask for your help in 
two specific ways. 
 

The first challenge is for the whole congregation; it is 
that perceived growth can tempt us to neglect hospi-
tality.   When guests come, we may assume that 
someone else is saying hello, or inviting children to 
Sunday school and VBS, or communicating warmth 
and acceptance.   Please continue to introduce your-
self to people you may not know, welcome them if 
they are guests, answer their questions if they have 
any, and try to remember their names should they re-
turn.  It truly makes a difference. 
 

The second challenge is primarily being shouldered 
by the leaders of our Vacation Bible School program.  
We are full to bursting!   We had so many children 
register that if we continued as in years past we 
would have had to turn away more than twenty chil-
dren.   We are now facing this challenge by planning 
to add an additional class.   This is no easy feat; allow 
me to explain. 
 

In the past few years we have had two pre-school 
classes and four elementary classes.   The pre-school 
classes are self contained, whereas the four elemen-
tary classes rotate among four stations (story, music, 
games, arts & crafts or science) over four time peri-
ods.   To accommodate the increase in registrations, 
we need to add a fifth rotating elementary aged class, 
however there is not enough time to add a fifth time 
slot.   Therefore, we are now planning on creating a 

second complete rotation; with a second story teller, 
second games leader, and second arts and crafts leader, 
(as well as a class leader for the fifth group).    
 

Additionally, in order to accommodate this second 
complete rotation, we need additional space for all 
those duplicate activities.  Thankfully, God is provid-
ing! We now have the newly renovated office space 
(created for Santuario) and the living room there can be 
used.  Also, the Nelson Board has graciously allowed 
for the use of a meeting room in the basement of the 
Nelson apartment building; and we have found that by 
moving the snack tent closer to the parking lot we will 
be able to have  room for two games areas.  
 

What I am asking for from the congregation regarding 
this particular challenge is your prayers.   Please pray 
that God will guide our VBS leaders in their planning, 
that God will provide us with additional helpers, and 
that God will lead to us any other children who truly 
need to be included (and we are reserving a few spots 
for children such as these).   Finally, please pray that 
God will bless all who participate. 
 

I thank God for your partnership in the ministry that we 
share and I look forward to seeing what God has in 
store for us this summer at VBS, this fall, and in the 
years ahead. 
 

   Faithfully,  Pastor Maehl 

 

 

 
Summer Schedule 

 
Worship at 9:30 am 

 
Begins June 12 

 
 

(with church picnic following) 
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Nurturing Faith 

Adult Forums 
Sundays 9:22 am 

 

The Intersection of Faith and Daily Life 

 
Guest speakers in the coming weeks include: 
 

May 8 -  Neighbor’s Who Care, a ministry that 
partners volunteers with older isolated adults. 
 

May 22 -  Waltham Fields Community Farms, a 
non-profit farming organization that promotes lo-
cal agriculture and food access through farming 
operations and educational programs, using prac-
tices that are socially, ecologically, and economi-
cally sustainable. 

 

On the in between weeks, Anthony Harrison will 
continue to lead conversation related to living our 
faith in daily life.  
 

Confirmation, May 15 
 

We rejoice that on Sunday, May 15 at the 10:30 am 
worship service the following four students will be 
confirmed: Clara Sieving, Jane Sieving, Emily 
Sjodin, and Isabella van der Weide.  They have 
completed a two-year course of study, and in making 
affirmation of their faith on that day they will be-
come adult members of the congregation.   

 
 

Sunday School Update 
 

Our last day of Sunday school is June 5. Our thanks 
to our lead teachers Heather Fahey, Zach Roe, and 
LuAnn Kimker for their committed leadership.  Also 
our thanks to those who have assisted in the classes 
and helped to organize and lead art Sundays.  There 
will be a teacher appreciation breakfast during the 
learning hour on June 5, with Pastor Maehl leading 
the combined Sunday school classes.  

New members 
 

We will be formally receiving new members at 
the 10:30 am service on Sunday, June 5.   Also, 
we are offering an orientation during the learn-
ing hour (9:15-10:15) on Sunday, May 22 for 
any who wish to participate.   If you are inter-
ested in becoming a member of the congrega-
tion or interested in learning more about what 
membership entails, please speak with Pastor 
Maehl. 
 
 

Evolving Prayer Space 
 

During the April work day, pews were removed 
in the back of the balcony and we are slowing 
transforming that area into a quiet prayer space.  
For now there are chairs, a coffee table, and a 
variety of devotional materials available.   
Please take a look the next time you are in 
church.  
 
Over the coming months, we hope to continue 
discerning how this space might be appointed 
and used.  Your suggestions and feedback are 
welcome, please give them to Pastor Maehl. 
 
 
 

July 11 - 15, 2016 
 

HELPERS NEEDED 
 

Would you be willing to help one afternoon 
from noon to 3 pm?  Duties would include ei-
ther assisting children engage in the project of 
the day, or chaperoning a group to a local park.  
There is nothing to prepare and being with the 
children is lots of fun.  Please speak with Pastor 
Maehl if you might be able to help one or more 
afternoons (Monday through Thursday). 



The Messenger: May 2016         Page 3 

 

 

Doing Justice, Serving All 

 
Mini Walk for Hunger Update 

 

Our mini-walk for hunger was a wonderful success. 
On Sunday April 24, twenty children and adults 
walked from First Lutheran to city hall in Waltham, 
where they were met by Mayor McCarthy.  The 
mayor gave them a tour and described the process 
of enacting laws in the City.  A highlight was when 
the mayor had the children take the seats of the city 
counselors and role play debate and voting on a 
measure having to do with feeding programs for 
children.  Following the tour the group walked back 
to First Lutheran and enjoyed pizza on the lawn. 
 
The children raised $650 that will be shared with 
the Waltham Fields Community Farm to support 
their Outreach Market (see below).   We hope that 
this mini-walk might turn into an annual event and 
we thank everyone for your support.  
 
 

Outreach Market 
 

The Waltham Fields Outreach Market is a seasonal 
once-a-week, subsidized outdoor market in 
Waltham. The Market is targeted to the clientele of 
several social service agencies that receive vouchers 
from Waltham Fields for free bags of food, as well 
as to neighborhood low-income residents. At the 
Market, customers can fill reusable bags with fresh 
vegetables in exchange for a voucher that they have 
received by participating in one of a dozen partner-
ing organizations.. Local low-income residents may 
also purchase produce for just $5/bag payable with 
their SNAP/Food Stamp benefits, or with cash; they 
receive at least a 5-to-1 value in fresh produce.    
 
 

Diaper Drive 
 

Thanks to all who donated diapers in celebration of 
Penelope Codner’s baptism on April 24.  We col-
lected 1134 diapers, all of which were donated to 
the Diaper Depot and Christ Episcopal Church 
where they will be given to families in need    
 

Luncheon, Talent Show, 
 and Basket Raffle 
Sunday, May 22  

 

Following the 10:30 am worship service on May 
22 you are invited to a luncheon that will include 
a talent show and a basket raffle as a fund raiser 
for sending children to Camp Calumet.   Here’s 
what you need to know: 
 
Food:  Food will be provided!  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
is giving us a grant for the pur-
chase of the food in order to 
support our fund raising efforts.  
We then are asking for a free-will donation, with 
a suggested contribution of $10 per adult, and 
$5 per child.  

 
Baskets:  We are seeking donations of 
gift baskets for the raffle.  Some past 
themes have been: “Chocolate Lovers”  
“Summer Fun”  “Baker’s Delight” …. 
use your imagination.   
 

Talents: Contact Jennifer Lam-
bert if you want to be in the 
show.   Dancing, baton twirling, 
singing, tumbling, most anything 
goes! Please contact Jen or the 
church office by May 15. 
 
 
 
Spring Clean Up:  Many thanks to everyone 
who came on Saturday, April 2 and helped clean 
and dust, move pews, install a new kitchen is-
land, and perform various maintenance tasks.  It 
is all much appreciated! Because of the rain we 
were unable to perform any outdoor clean up.  If 
anyone has interest in doing some outdoor work,  
please contact Norman Adams or Pastor Maehl.  
 

  - The Property Committee 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Waltham Family School (WFS) Showcase 
Thursday, June 2, 10am - Noon 

 
The annual WFS Showcase is a wonderful opportunity 
to meet Waltham neighbors and to support and encour-
age them in their learning. All you have to do is talk! 
 

The Showcase is a tradition each June for the parents to 
use their developing English skills to share their experi-
ences and successes with community members. It is an 
open house, so you can drop in any time between 10:00 
and noon. The children will sing at 11:30 am. 
 
For those who do not know the organization: 
The Waltham Family School provides educational op-
portunities for families who want to learn English. The 
school prepares preschool children for success in 
school, empowers parents to be partners with the 
schools in the education of their children, and strength-
ens the parents’ skills necessary for parenting, work-
force, and community life. Our members Britta McNe-
mar, Meg Maehl and Anne Dugan are WFS staff, and 
our church supports the school in many ways. The 
Waltham Family School is located at 510 Moody Street 
in the former South Junior High, now Waltham Com-
munity and Cultural Center. You can learn more about 
the school at: www.walthamfamilyschool.org or face-
book: WalthamFamilySchool. 
 

 
WFS Family Fair 

Saturday, June 11, 11 AM - 2 PM 
 
Come, have fun and support Waltham Family School 
WFS Family Fair is a fun event open to the public. 
Hosted by alumni and parents in Waltham Family 
School, you can enjoy games, face painting, a photo 
booth, clown show, and snacks for families with chil-
dren in the ages of 3 years old and up. Don’t miss 
Eddie the Clown perform at 12:30 PM 
 

Waltham Community and Cultural Center 
510 Moody Street, Waltham, MA 
Saturday, June 11, 2016 @ 11 AM - 2 PM 
$5 per child (3 years and up) 
Tickets available at the door. 

New Dishwasher 
 

This month we will be having a dishwasher in-
stalled in the small kitchen in the Pearson Room 
and we will be moving to a greater use of ceramic 
mugs during coffee hour.   Our hope is to reduce 
our consumption of paper products, without put-
ting undue additional work on whomever has 
signed up for coffee hour.  We estimate that we 
currently use about 3,000 paper cups a year.  
Here’s the tentative plan. 
 
1) We will still have paper cups available for 

now, as well as ceramic mugs.  We ask you to 
consider using the ceramic mugs. 

2) At the end of coffee hour, the dirty mugs can 
be placed in the dishwasher (and we can all 
share in that) 

3) The dishwasher may then be started, or sim-
ply left and the staff will gladly start a wash 
cycle during the week.     

4) The staff will unload the clean mugs during 
the week. 

 

Thanks to all who provided for this through do-
nations to the Capital Improvement Fund.  
 
 

El Salvador Support 
 

Help us fund our congregation’s July service trip 
to El Salvador, partnering with Habitat for Hu-
manity to build homes.   It’s easy as 1-2-3! 
 
1. Grab an envelope from the board in the Pear-

son Room.  
2. Donate the same amount as the number 

shown on the envelope. 
3. Place the envelope in the offering plate or in 

the church office. 
We have a group of 11 participating on behalf of 
our congregation.  If everyone else were to take 
one envelope (from $1 to $100) we could fully 
fund the trip.  Thanks for your support! 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Field Worker Update 
 
Hello First Lutheran! 
 
It is a pretty time of the year for me, with both 
my semester and work here at First Lutheran 
winding down. I just finished a massive paper 
for my class on the Book of Ezekiel in which I 
wrote about ancient Israelite beliefs on death 
and the afterlife. After weeks of reading clas-
sics like Death and Dying in the Old Testament, 
The Concept of Death in Early Israelite Relig-
ion, and my favorite, Over My Dead Body: 
Desecrations of the Dead and the Afterlife in 
the Hebrew Bible, I’m ready for something a 
little more chipper and uplifting! 
 
April was an exciting month at First Lutheran! 
Adult Forum has seen multiple guest speakers 
who have shared how their faith shapes their 
lives and service. We had another overnight 
lock-in with the Confirmation youth, where we 
discussed issues of faith and worked on pro-
jects for their Confirmation on May 15. The 
Mini Walk for Hunger was an incredible suc-
cess, due in part to the work our Sunday 
School youth did! I want to raise up all of our 
chaperons, volunteers, teachers, and staff for 
all they do. I feel so blessed to be a part of a 
faith community so intentional about develop-
ing our faith and going out into the world as 
Christ’s hands and feet. 
 
 Blessings, 
   Anthony Harrison 

 
Save the Date 

First Lutheran Church Picnic 
 

Sunday, June 12, 2016 
12:00  - 4:00 PM 

 
Hosted by the Maehls and Nederhoffs  in their adjoin-
ing yards between 1714 Trapelo Rd and 1 Leslie Rd, 
Waltham. 

 
Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided.   
 
Please bring the following: 

• A dish to share,  

• your own drinks 

• Chairs (if you have them)  

• Lawn games are welcome, too. 

 
Drop off can be done at either house. Main parking is 
on Hobbs Brooks Rd or Leslie Rd. 
 
 

 
Graduates! 

 
Is someone in your family graduat-
ing this spring?  Please let us know 
so we can list graduates in the June 
Messenger.  

 
It is nice to have the following information: 
• Name 
• Graduating from  
• Degree received (if appropriate) 
• Plans for next year. 
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Prayer Concerns 
Members of our First Lutheran Community: Fran Albrecht; Salvatore Ca-
cace; Christina Danielson; Quinn Dickert; Ray Jahrling; Alice Johnson; Bill 
Kalke; Kathryn McCowan; Cynthia Niiler; Pamela Sperry. 
 

Friends and Family: the Barazi family (friends of the Biter’s); Brown family 
(friends of the Flinner/Hoff family); Richard Coluzzi; Steve Connearney (friend 
of First Lutheran); Patricia Eversole (aunt of Peter Pinch); Irma Fox and family 

(Gloria Atherton’s sister); Gail Hoftender (sister of Geri Nederhoff); ; Eudeen MacSweeney (friend of Rut 
Johnson); Joan and Jüri Niiler (parents of Cynthia Niiler); Vicki Ostoff (sister-in-law of Geri Nederhoff); Sally 
Raymond (Jen Biter’s mom); Stacey Reed (sister of Penny Alexander); Hillary Ripp (mother of Jessica Ripp); 
Marcy Ritsick (friend of Kathlene Gravelin); Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl); Brian and 
Debbie Stoops (parents of Eben Rauhut’s sister-in-law); Carol Sukow (Cathy Sukow’s mom); Michael Veit 
(friend of Paul and Susan Pintus). 
 

With thanksgiving for healing: Carolyn Hoff (Steve Hoff’s mother); Nathaniel Kresge (brother of Peter 
Pinch). 
 

For those who grieve: the family and friends of Virginia DeRosa (friend of Connie Danielson); the family and 
friends of Andrew Rundle (cousin and nephew to the Nederhoffs); the family and friends of Norman Wroe 
(cousin of Carol Hansen). 
 

For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and Santuario Luterano, the Spanish speaking Lutheran con-
gregation in Waltham.  For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The 
Waltham Community Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, and ELCA 
World Hunger. 
 

If you would like to add (or remove) a name from the prayer list, please let Cynthia know in the church office. 

Walking Together in God’s Love 

Leland Home  
 

Open House 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
 

3:00—6:00 pm 
 

Live music, food & raffle 
 

Meet our staff 
 

Tours available 
 

21 Newton Street ● Waltham, MA ● 781-893-2557 ● lelandhome.org 
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Walking Together in God’s Love 

Flowers for the altar can be donated at any time.  
Simply sign up on the Flower Chart hanging on the 
handicap ramp in the Pearson Room or contact the 
church office.  There you will also find an envelope 
on which you can indicate how you would like the 
flowers dedicated. Please return the envelope to the 
church office. Altar Flowers are $40 for the two ar-
rangements. You may bring them home after wor-

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waltham 

Ministers:  The people of the congregation 
 
Staff:  The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor 
  tmaehl@rcn.com 
 

  Ms. Cynthia Niiler, 
  Director of Music and Parish Secretary  
  cniilerchurch@rcn.com 
 

  Mr. Anthony Harrison 
  B.U. Field Student 
  acharr@bu.edu 
 

 
Worship:   Sundays at 8:15 and 10:30 am 
 
Learning Hour:   Sundays at 9:15 am 

Council: Angela Neal, President 
  Kevin Dickert, Vice President 
  Eben Rauhut, Secretary 
  Scott Niemann, Treasurer 
  Erika Jerram 
  Jennifer Lambert 
  Brad Nederhoff 
  Janice Ostrander 
  Susan Pintus 
  Ann Sjodin 
 
  Visit us on the Web at: 

www.firstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

and on Facebook at First Lutheran  
                Church - Waltham, MA 

 
Our Mission:  We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:  
  

   Walk together in God’s love: nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.   

Senior Classics 
 
A small group met April 21 - dis-
cussion of solicitation phone calls 
was interesting. 

 
Join us May 19 at 11:45 am for a trip to the But-
terfly Place. Coast is $7.00. It is a beautiful, large 
atrium filled with blooming plants and colorful 
butterflies which are friendly. Bring lunch to eat at 
church before we carpool to Westford. There are 
places to sit without too much walking. 
 

Yarn Available 
There is yarn and a simple pattern 
to knit squares available in the 
Pearson Room at church. Rut John-
son will collect any squares and 
make them into afghans for the 

Knitting Connection. 
 

What we do is simple: We collect donated yarn 
and supplies and bring it to our volunteers … 
items are handcrafted and donated to children in 
need.—the Knitting Connection 


