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At the heart of our faith is the mystery 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ through which God has acted in 
order to defeat the power of evil, make 
a way through death, and overcome 
the effects of human sin.  We gather 
for worship during holy week to retell 
and  re-engage  the  central  story  of 

God’s love poured out through Jesus crucified and risen. 
We do so with the desire and expectation that in our 
contemplation, prayer, praise, and worship, the God who 
lifted Jesus from the dead, might renew our spirits, 
deepen our faith, and restore our hope. 
 

I invite and encourage you to participate, as you are able, 
in our varied services.  Here are a few notes about the 
worship services: 
 
Sunday mornings:  We continue to offer worship at 
8:15 and 10:30 am on Palm Sunday and Easter.  There 
may be grander music at the 10:30 service, but the shape 
of the liturgy will be the same at both.  
 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday: Our evening 
services are being held at 8:00 pm in order to make space 
for Santuario Luterano who will worship in Spanish at 
6:30 pm. What a blessing that we now have two wor-
shipping Lutheran congregations.  
 
Easter Vigil: our service begins at sunset, 7:04 pm.  We 
will combine our two congregations for a bi-lingual ser-
vices  that  will  include  our  Santuario/First  Lutheran 
combined children’s choir, skits from our children and 
youth, multiple baptisms, and the first celebration of 
Easter.    Worship will begin outside with the lighting of a 
fire from which we light our new paschal candle, then we 
will process down to Founder’s Hall for the story telling 
portions of the service, and then we will move up to the 
sanctuary for the baptisms, communion, and celebration 
of Easter. It is a great service to bring children. 
 

Come, engage the mystery! 
 

Blessings to you all at Easter, Pastor Maehl 

  

Holy Week Schedule  
 

Join us we retell, reengage, and celebrate the central 
story of our Christian faith, the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.  
 

March  20  - Palm/Passion Sunday 
 
 

8:15 & 10:30 am Worship with 
palms and the hearing of 
Luke’s Passion. 
 

9:15 am Adult Forum & Sunday 
School 

 
March 24 - Maundy Thursday 

 

11:30 am & 8:00 pm Worship 
with Holy Communion and an 
opportunity for individual abso-
lution. 
 

March 25 - Good Friday 
 

8:00 pm Worship including Saint 
John’s passion account. 
 

 
March 26 - Easter Vigil 

 

7:04 pm We join with Santuario Luterano in 
celebrating Christ’s Passover from death to life 
in a bi-lingual worship service. 
 

March 27 - Easter Sunday 
 

9:15 am Potluck Breakfast   
 

8:15 & 10:30 am Festive wor-
ship with Holy Communion, 
flowers, and bells. With choir 
and brass at 10:30. 
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Nurturing Faith 

Adult Forum 
 

Anthony Harrison (BU School of Theology Field 
Work Student) will continue leading an adult forum 
series exploring our engagement with Scripture and 
tradition.  
 

The schedule of topics is as follows: 
March 13 - Postmodern Pentecost 
March 20 - Resurrection 
March 27 - Easter Breakfast 

 

In April we will begin a new series that seeks to 
foster conversation and learning around how our 
faith informs our daily living.  We meet at 9:22 on 
Sunday mornings in the Pearson Room; giving time 
for parents to accompany children into Sunday 
school which begins at 9:15 am.     
 

Camp Calumet  
Summer Camp 
July 24 - July 30 

 

We have received 
word that this year, 
Camp Calumet is re-
serving 10 spots for 

us, for the week of July 24 - July 30.  The full cost 
of a week of camping is $615 plus $86 for bus 
transportation; however, Camp Calumet is gener-
ously offering scholarship aid of $200 for each of 
our campers.  Additionally, we will have funds in 
our Camp Calumet Scholarship Fund to further 
offset the cost for those who need it.  
 
If you have a child between the ages of 8 and 16, 
and are interested in camp, please speak with Pas-
tor Maehl by April 1. 
 
This camp experience has been a blessing to many 
of our children and youth. If you are looking for a 
way to say thank you to God, or to honor an anni-
versary, or to share in the blessings of a tax re-
fund, please consider sending one of our 15 chil-
dren to camp.  Donations can be marked, “Camp 
Calumet scholarship.”  Thank you. 
 

             - Pastor Maehl 

Congregational Retreat 
 

A group of 51 traveled to Camp Calumet in 
Freedom, NH for our annual congregational re-
treat.  The group included 20 children and youth, 
and 31 adults.  During our program time, we 
explored some of ways we observe Holy Week.  
 
One of our activities had each adult painting or 
drawing upon a tile something representing our 
need for deliverance.  These tiles were then con-

figured in the 
shape of a cross; 
and we were 
invited to reflect 
on how the 
cross of Jesus 
Christ is at the 
center of our 
individual, cor-
porate, global, 
and cosmic need 
for deliverance.  
 

As always at Calumet, we enjoyed good food 
and great hospitality.  On Saturday afternoon 
there was opportunity for snow tubing, ice skat-
ing, puzzles, and other forms of recreation. On 
Saturday evening, there was a campfire on the 
beach, followed by an ice-cream social and a 
hymn sing. With worship and prayer, laughter 
and fellowship, it was a blessed retreat. 
 
Our next congregational retreat is scheduled for 
February 24-26, 2017.  All are welcome!  
 
 

Maundy Thursday Mid-Day 
 

On Thursday, March 24, the knitting group will 
meet at 10:00 am as usual.  At 11:30 am we are 
offering a simple service that will include Holy 
Communion, an opportunity for individual abso-
lution, and a chance to reflect on the cross of 
Christ preparing us to hear the story of the 
empty tomb on Easter.  All are welcome. 
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Nurturing Faith 

Multiple Hunger Walks 
 

Over the past 10 years we have participated in the Pro-
ject Bread Walk for Hunger and have raised over 
$30,000 to support MA feeding programs. This year 
we are also adding a new mini walk for hunger of our 
own.  We are doing this so that we can include more 
people from our congregation, particularly children. 

 
 

Project Bread, Walk for Hunger 
May 1, 2016 

 

For those wanting to join in our group of walkers, 
walking 10 miles (yes it used to be 20) or any part 
thereof, you can register to join the team “First Lu-
theran of Waltham” at www.projectbread.org. Also, 
you are welcome to invite a friend to join our team; 
(hunger has no denomination).  Project Bread uses the 
money raised to support over 400 food pantries, soup 
kitchens, food banks, and food salvage programs in 
136 communities across the state of Massachusetts. 
 
For those willing to make to contribution for the Walk 
for Hunger, you may do so at the same web site 
www.projectbread.org. Choose the “donate” option 
and then search on “Waltham” to select our “First Lu-
theran Waltham” team. If you have questions, contact 
LuAnn Kimker or Meg Maehl for more information. 
 
 

First Lutheran Mini Walk for Hunger 
April 24, 2016 

 

All are invited. We'll leave right after worship on Sun-
day, April 24 and will walk one mile to City Hall 
where Mayor McCarthy will meet us.  She will show 
us around the city chambers and talk briefly about the 
city's role in making laws that seek to help people. 
Then we'll walk the one mile back. Watch for details 
on how you can pledge your support to those walking! 
The 5-7th grade Faith Formation class will help lead 
this event but anyone can walk. So, if 10 miles on 
May 1 isn't for you try 1 or 2 miles on April 24!   
 
Watch for more details on sponsoring a walker and/or 
other ways to donate. 

July 11 - 15, 2016 
 

REGISTER NOW! 
 

Registration is now open for First Lutheran and 
Santuario Luterano. Please register by April 1, 
when we will open registration to the wider commu-
nity. As VBS fills up every year, we encourage you 
to register early.  
 
You can send your registration online or request pa-
per forms from the church office. 
 

Child Registration: 
(3 years as of 4/1/16 to those completing 5th grade): 
http://goo.gl/forms/Dc0grsyBu8 
 
Youth Registration:  
(those completing 6th grade - 12 grade) 
http://goo.gl/forms/PmhAfkweZA 
 

The program is from 9 - 12 pm with an extended day 
from 12 pm - 3 pm for children who have completed 
kindergarten. Lunch is provided for children in the 
extended day program.  

 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

It take over 50 adults to make VBS happen. You 
can help before VBS or during VBS. There are 
small roles and larger roles. You can help one day 
during VBS or all week.   
 

If you might be willing to help please contact the 
VBS directors: Inpakala, Kat, Katie and Anne at 
firstlutheranvbs@gmail.com. 
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Justice and Service 

Justice and Service Team Update 
 

Thank you to all who participated in the lunch for 
the Waltham Community Day Center on Febru-
ary 15th.  We served over 40 guests.  The meal 
was a huge hit!  Members of the congregation 
made cookies and/or soup in advance.  On Sun-
day, February 14, we made valentines, which 
were then each tied to a bag of cookies. On Mon-
day, February 15, we served soup and bread at 
the Day Center and handed out the cookies and 
valentines.  The guests were enormously grateful 
for the warm soup, as it was such a bitterly cold 
day, and were touched by the valentines.  There 
were many, many compliments for the delicious 
soup and for the wonderful cookies.    And in 
true loaves and fishes tradition, we had enough 
soup to provide a second day of meals.  

 
Thank you to all who 
took the time to 
make soup and bake 
cookies.  Thank you 
to all who made the 
very personal valen-
tines at our coffee 
hour flash event.  
Thank you to the 
Monday lunch serv-
ers:  Jen Lambert, 
Pastor Maehl, Emma, 
Richard, and Peter 

Pinch, Paul and Susan Pintus, Clarisse van der 
Felz, and Sarah Whitecross.  In addition, thank 
you to Jen Lambert for coordinating the event, 
purchasing bread, and providing all the materials 
to make the valentines and package the cookies.  
 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Trivia Night, Saturday evening, April 30; to 
raise funds for our El Salvador trip. 
 

Talent Show & Basket Raffle, Sunday after-
noon May 22; to raise funds for El Salvador trip 
and sending children to summer camp. 

 

Ongoing Opportunities to Give and Serve: 
 

• Children and adults can give coins (or checks) to 
support the Flint community during Lent.  All 
loose change and special donations will go to the 
Southeast Michigan Synod of the ELCA to sup-
port their coordination of efforts to help the peo-
ple of Flint, Michigan who are dealing with the 
tragedy of poisoning through their water supply.  
For more information on relief efforts, you may 
go to the web site:  www.semisynod.com/cms.  

 

• You can support the hungry in our community 
by donating nonperishable food to the FELC 
Food Bank in the Pearson Room by the nursery. 

 
One-time Opportunities to Give and Serve 
 

• March 13 – Join us for our next “Flash Event”!  
We will write notes of encouragement to over 70 
faith communities in Flint, Michigan.  You can 
participate by writing cards during the coffee 
hour after the 10:30 service.   

• April 17 – Baptism Day Diaper Drive.  In cele-
bration of the baptism of Penelope Codner, we 
invite you to bring a package (or more) of dia-
pers.  These diapers will be to the Diaper Depot 
at Christ Episcopal Church in Waltham, where 
they will be given away to low-income residents 
of our community.  You can participate by bring-
ing diapers to church that day.  

• April 24 – Our flash event will include writing 
letters to Congress in support of increasing fund-
ing for the nutrition and health of mothers, in-
fants, and children; this is part of the Bread for 
the World letter campaign.  On the same day, the 
children will participate in a mini Walk for Hun-
ger.  They will seek donations to combat hunger 
as they walk to City Hall, where they will get a 
tour from Mayor Jeanette McCarthy.     

• May 22 – During our flash event after the 10:30 
worship, we will pack lunches to be served the 
following day at the Waltham Community Day 
Center. 

• July 16 - 24 – Second First Lutheran Habitat for 
Humanity build in El Salvador. 

Doing Justice, Serving All 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Property Committee Update 
 
Over the past 3 months the property committee has 
over seen the completion of  the following: 
 

• Ceiling in Sunday school corridor was rebuilt 
and painted. 

• Wood shelving was constructed in the room to 
the right of the stage and First Lutheran stor-
age has been shifted to that room, (other 
groups are using storage to left of the stage). 

• Basement floors were cleaned and polished. 

• A leaking woman’s toilet was replaced in the 
basement bathroom. 

• Fire alarms and lifts were all inspected. 

• The entrance hallway (from the parking lot) 
and stairway were painted.  Our thanks to Paul 
Danielson, our painter,  for his wonderful ser-
vice to the church.  

• Installed a new projector screen over stage. 
 

Projects in the works include: 

• We have ordered a new stainless steel kitchen 
table to replace the wood-topped one in our 
main kitchen. 

• We will be issuing a bid package for the in-
stallation of an irrigation system and for re-
building the church lawn.  Note that we have 
some money pledged towards this project but 
estimate that we need approximately $3,000 
more.  If you wish to support this project, 
please note “Irrigation” with your gift. 

• On work day, April 2, we are looking for a 
few strong adults to help move some pews out 
of the balcony.  Our plan is to turn the back 
half of the balcony into a contemplative 
prayer space, also to be used as a space for 
quiet activity for young children during wor-
ship.  Please come on work day if you are 
able.  Thank you. 

 
Souper Bowl  

of Caring 
 
 

Thanks to all who participated in the “Souper 
Bowl of Caring” on Sunday, February 7.   We 
collected 80 cans and other non-perishable foods 
and $341.  The food items were donated to the 
Sacred Heart Church food pantry, and the money 
will be pooled with the money collected for our 
Mini Walk for Hunger on April 24 and donated 
to Waltham feeding programs. 
 
Thanks also, to those who regularly contribute 
non-perishable food items to our “Food Corner” 
in the Pearson Room.  These items are shared 
with people in the community who come to our 
church seeking help.   

 

Saturday 
April 2 

9 am - 2 pm 
 
 

Please come on April 2 anytime between 
9:00 am and 2:00 pm to help with our Spring 
Cleaning Day. Come join us to clean, scrub, 
and fix indoors; or to rake, trim, tidy out-
doors. 
 
It’s a great event for adults and children. 
Please come if you are able, for an hour or 
more, and join with your community in shar-
ing the responsibility of caring for our facil-
ity. 
 

 Thanks, the Property Committee 
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Walking Together in God’s Love 

Senior Classics 
 
A pizza party for about 12 Senior 
Classics and a birthday party for 
Rosy Hebert was enjoyed in Febru-
ary. Thank you Rosy for the pizza 

and thank you to Diana for delish salad and Helen 
for lovely flowers for Rosy on her birthday. 
 

This month, on March 17, we may visit The Butter-
fly Place in Westford. It is a beautiful atrium filled 
with butterflies that land on your clothing and head. 
So lovely close up. We could have our “bring your 
own lunch” before we go, or eat out somewhere 
along the way. Entrance fee is $7.00  We will meet 
at 11:45 as usual and carpool from Church. 
 

   - Ardeith Froeberg 
         for the Senior Classics 
 

 
Knitting Group 

 

Thursdays 10:00 am to noon.  
 

Thursday knitting coffee get together will meet as 
usual each Thursday, with a special Holy Week ser-
vice on the March 24th at 11:30 am for anyone de-
siring to participate. Join us. All are welcome to 
knit, chat, share, learn to knit or just be a part of a 
happy and supportive group. 

Nelson Board Notes 
 

The February meeting of our board welcomed 
guest presenters Martha Ryan and Nancy Mulvi-
hill from Neighbors Who Care (NWC).  They 
gave a synopsis of their organization noting that 
NWC offers care, companionship and emotional 
support to elders in the greater Waltham area. 
They operate as a non-profit and currently have 
approximately 50 elder clients matched with 50 
volunteers. 
 
NWC was formed in 2004 and is working to-
wards opening a thrift store in downtown 
Waltham. Their target date to open will be in late 
March or early April. After much discussion and 
questions answered, the Nelson Board voted to 
support this worthwhile endeavor. Their organi-
zation, to help the seniors, so closely matches the 
mission of our board that it felt like a natural fit. 
The Nelson Board will contribute $2,500.00 to 
NWC to help get this thrift store up and running. 
We will also match an additional $2,500.00 if 
they are able to match this through additional 
donations within the community. Note: dona-
tions can be made through their web site (see 
below). 
 
NWC may become even more integrated with 
First Lutheran as some of our seniors needs 
could be addressed through volunteers in their 
organization. It is also an opportunity for our 
church members who may be interested in volun-
teering with this group. 
 
Please feel free to ask one of Nelson Board mem-
bers for additional information. Flyers from 
NWC will be posted in the Pearson Room or you 
may visit their web site: 
 www.neighborswhocare.net/. 
 
 - Kerry Meany, for the Nelson Board. 
 
The Nelson Memorial Apartments is a ministry of 
First Lutheran Church that cares and advocates 
for senior citizens and oversees 5 affordable 
apartments.   
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members of our First Lutheran Community: Fran Albrecht; 
Salvatore Cacace; Christina Danielson; Quinn Dickert; Ray Jahrling; 
Alice Johnson; Bill Kalke; Kathryn McCowan; Cynthia Niiler; 
Nancy Russell; Pamela Sperry. 
 

Friends and Family: the Barazi family (friends of the Biter’s); 
Richard Coluzzi; Steve Connearney (friend of First Lutheran); Vir-
ginia DeRosa (friend of Connie Danielson); Irma Fox and family 

(Gloria Atherton’s sister); Carolyn Hoff (Steve Hoff’s mother); Nathaniel Kresge (brother of Peter Pinch); 
Eudeen MacSweeney (friend of Rut Johnson); Joan and Jüri Niiler (parents of Cynthia Niiler); Vicki Ostoff 
(sister-in-law of Geri Nederhoff); Sally Raymond (Jen Biter’s mom); Stacey Reed (sister of Penny Alexan-
der); Marcy Ritsick (friend of Kathlene Gravelin); Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl); 
Brian and Debbie Stoops (parents of Eben Rauhut’s sister-in-law); Carol Sukow (Cathy Sukow’s mom); Mi-
chael Veit (friend of Paul and Susan Pintus).  
 

For those who grieve: the family and friends of John Schezer (father of J.D. and Delsi Castellano) 
 

For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and Santuario, the Spanish speaking Lutheran congregation 
in Waltham.  For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The Waltham Com-
munity Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, and ELCA World Hun-
ger. 
 

If you would like to add (or remove) a name from the prayer list, please let Cynthia know in the church office. 

Walking Together in God’s Love 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waltham 

Ministers:  The people of the congregation 
 
Staff:  The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor 
  tmaehl@rcn.com 
 

  Ms. Cynthia Niiler, 
  Director of Music and Parish Secretary  
  cniilerchurch@rcn.com 
 

  Mr. Anthony Harrison 
  B.U. Field Student 
  acharr@bu.edu 
 

 
Worship:   Sundays at 8:15* and 10:30 am 
      * no 8:15 service on March 6  
Learning Hour:   Sundays at 9:15 am 

Council: Angela Neal, President 
  Kevin Dickert, Vice President 
  Eben Rauhut, Secretary 
  Scott Niemann, Treasurer 
  Erika Jerram 
  Jennifer Lambert 
  Brad Nederhoff 
  Janice Ostrander 
  Susan Pintus 
  Ann Sjodin 
 
  Visit us on the Web at: 

www.firstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

and on Facebook at First Lutheran  
                Church - Waltham, MA 

 
Our Mission:  We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:  
  

   Walk together in God’s love; nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.   
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2016 Easter Plants Order Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I/we would like to make a contribution to: 
 

(   )  Easter Lily(s)  (   )  Tulip(s) 
(   )  Daffodil(s)  (   )  Hyacinth(s) 
 

At $7.50 a plant for a total of   $___________ 
 
I/we would like to make a donation  
to support the church’s gardens of $___________ 
 
(   )  As a Memorial Gift 
In Memory of ______________________________________ 
 

Given by __________________________________________ 
 
(   )  As a Living Tribute 
In Honor of_________________________________________ 
 

Given by___________________________________________ 
 
Name______________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number or email:_______________________________ 
 

You can take your plants home after the Easter morning service. 
 
Please complete this form and return it with your payment to the 
church office or you may put it in the offering plate. 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERING EASTER PLANTS IS 
MARCH 13 


