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Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy 
he has given us a new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 
 

A living hope, planted and nurtured by 
the Holy Spirit, grounded in the resur-
rection of Jesus (who is therefore alive 

and on the move), that for me is at the center of Advent.   
 

In Advent, through appointed scripture readings and through 
the long and deep tradition of the Church, we who partici-
pate in worship find the call (and hopefully the equipping) 
to better watch, wait, turn, rejoice, believe; all of these as-
pects of a living hope.    
 

The world is dangerous, broken, and dark, and this has al-
ways been the case; yet it is precisely into the darkness of 
this world that Christ comes. So we wait, we watch, and we   
hope.  Where do you find hope? 
 

Last month came the horror of the terrorist attacks in 
France; and we know this will not be the last of its kind.  I 
prayed for the suffering.  Then too, I thought of the Presby-
terian pastor known to the world as Mr. Rodgers who once 
said,  
 

"When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, 
my mother would say to me, "Look for the helpers. You will 
always find people who are helping." To this day, especially 
in times of "disaster," I remember my mother's words and I 
am always comforted by realizing that there are still so 
many helpers – so many caring people in this world.” 
 

Though Fred Rodgers does not mention God or Christ in 
that quote, for me the risen Christ is the ground of his moth-
ers hope, a hope that was then so clearly planted in her son.   
 

It is a similar hope that I heard in the recent words of a 
French father to his pre-school son.  His son lamented that, 
“The bad-guys have guns.”  The father responded by point-
ing out all the flowers that people at placed at the sight of 
the terrorist attacks.  “Yes, the bad guys have guns, but we 
have flowers,” the father countered. “Do they protect us 
against the guns?” asked the son. “Yes,” said the father; an 
answer that is hopeless naïve, … unless …, unless the 
ground of Christian hope is true. 

 

 
Christmas Eve, December 24 

6:40 pm  Pre-service music 
7:00 pm  Worship 

 

Join us on Christmas Eve for our traditional wor-
ship with special music, candle lighting, carols, 
Holy Communion, and the proclamation of the 
Christmas Gospel.  Pre-service music will begin 
at 6:40 and there will be light refreshments fol-
lowing.  Consider inviting friends and neighbors 
who may not have a worship home, and consider 
bringing a refreshment to share. 
 

Christmas Morning, December 25 
10:00 am 

 

Join us for a service of lessons and carols with 
Holy Communion.   Feel free to dress informally, 
kids can even come in their pajamas. 
 

Sunday, December 27 
10:30 am 

 

Worship will be at 10:30 am (as usual).  Note:  
There will be no Sunday school on this day.  

Christ is our hope, light in the darkness, and he is 
coming into this broken and God-beloved world. So 
like our ancestors in the faith, we keep watching, wait-
ing, and engaging in a living hope.  
 
  Blessed Advent, Pastor Maehl 
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Nurturing Faith 

Advent Wednesdays 
December 2, 9, 16 

7:30 pm 
 

“Be still and know that I 
am God.”  (Psalm 46) 

 
Join us on the Wednesdays in Advent 
(December 2, 9, and 16) we will have a contem-
plative evening prayer service beginning at 7:30 
pm, followed by refreshments. Each week we 
will reflect on a portion of 1 Peter, an epistle 
filled with hope. 
 
Amidst the increased pace and demands of the 
season, considering carving out this time to   at-
tend to the waiting, prayer, repentance, and hope-
fulness to which the season calls us … and at the 
same time mysteriously offers.   
 

Santuarío is the name of the newly forming 
Spanish speaking congregation that Pastor Ángel 
Marrero is leading.   Santuarío had it’s first wor-
ship service on Sunday, November 29 (the first 
Sunday of Advent).   Worship now will be each 
Sunday at 5:00 pm.  Please invite anyone you 
know who might benefit from worship in Spanish 
and please keep Pastor Ángel Marrero and the 
congregation in your prayers. 
 
 

 

Sunday  Schedule 
 

9:15 am Adult Forum 
10:30 am Worship (unless otherwise noted) 

 
December  6   Sermon Theme: “Repent” 
 Mal 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 No Forum: Silent Auction Prep 
 
December 13 Sermon Theme: “Rejoice” 
 Zeph 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
 Adult Forum: Baptism 
        Justice & Service Event following worship 
 
December 20 Sermon Theme: “Believe” 
 Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-55 
 Adult Forum: Confession & Forgiveness 
 
December 27  
 1 Samuel 2:18-26, Col 3:12-17,  Luke 2:41-52 
 No Adult Forum or Sunday School 
 
 
 

 
Danish Christmas 

Service 
Sunday, December 20, 

4:00 pm 
 
 
 

The Danish Society of 
Massachusetts is offering their annual Christmas 
service in Danish here at First Lutheran Church.   
 

Also, Faith Lutheran Church in Cambridge has a 
new pastor who was raised in Germany and is offer-
ing a German Christmas Eve Service, (see informa-
tion on right)    
 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in 
either service, please invite them.   

    Evening Prayer 
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Nurturing Faith 

Update on Field Work  
 

I’ve really enjoyed teaching the lower elementary 
Sunday school class and getting to know the stu-
dents this fall. I’m not used to young students go-
ing so deep in discussion or even remembering 
what was taught weeks prior! Soon I will be tran-
sitioning, however, and beginning on January 9, I 
will be leading the adult forum each Sunday. As 
some of you know, I am very interested in explor-
ing how to encourage ethical discussions in the 
local church; and also and how to strengthen our 
ability to take our experiences in church out into 
our daily life. I hope many of you will come to 
adult forums in the new year and join in this ex-
ploration. 
 
On another note, I led a confirmation class sleep 
over at church on November 20. With four stu-
dents and four chaperones, we had a good group 
and a wonderful time. We played games, ate 
pizza, engaged and reflected in prayer, and 
strengthened our relationships with one another. 
Thanks so much to Kevin Dickert, Lauren Frail, 
and Clarisse van der Feltz for helping with the 
event. 
 
As we move from one holiday to the next, my 
prayers are with you and your families as we en-
ter this season of Advent. I feel so blessed to have 
found a faith community here since moving to 
Boston from central Illinois. Enjoy your holidays, 
and I look forward to continuing to serve this 
congregation into the new year! 
 
Blessings,  Anthony 

Get Your Smile ☺n! 
 
The 5-7th grade Sunday school 
students think it is time to update 
our picture directory. Our hope is 
to start taking pictures of each 
member so that by the Easter Sea-
son we've got everyone covered. 
We've also been talking about 

community and getting to know each other better so 
we'd like you to answer a few simple questions to share 
a little about yourself and help us all get to know each 
other better. Photo sessions are informal and will start on 
Sunday, December 6.   On behalf of our class, we hope 
you’ll be able to participate! 
     LuAnn Kimker 

 
 

Christmas  
Caroling 

 

Sunday  
December 13 

3:00 PM 
 

All are welcome to join us for our annual afternoon of 
Christmas caroling.   We will gather at the church, leav-
ing at 3:00 pm to carpool to a variety of residences.   
Note that children are most welcome. Caroling is a great 
way to bring Christmas cheer to others, and a way to en-
ter into the season more deeply ourselves.  Please join 
us. 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Thanks to everyone who brought in bags  
of personal care items as part of our 
Thanks ForGiving Challenge.   We had 
a wonderful response collecting roughly 
40 bags at First Lutheran filled with items; 
and others took up the challenge and made 
contributions in their own communities.   
 
All of the items collected at First Lutheran 
will donated to Ascentria Care Alliance 
(formerly Lutheran Social Services) and 
will be distributed in Worcester, Spring-
field, and/or other communities in Massa-
chusetts.    Thanks for Giving! 
 
 

Service Trip to El Salvador 
 

We are going back to El Salvador next 
summer to help build homes. All, aged 18 
and up (or 16 with a parent), are welcome. 
There are tasks for all ability levels. If you 
are interested, mark the week of July 16 - 
24 on your calendar and reserve your spot 
on the team by contacting Jennifer Lam-
bert or the church office. 
 
 

Shoe Boxes for Santuario 
 

Pastor Marrero is planning a Three-Kings 
Day event for his congregation, to be held 
in early January.  He is in need of shoe 
boxes for an activity. If you have any to 
donate, please drop them off in the church 
office.  Thank you. 

Justice and Service Team Update 
 

Hearts and Hands 
 
Hello Friend, My name is Julian and  I am 10 years old.  Me 
and some other people at VBS  made this art kit for you.  I 
often make trees when I draw. I hope you have fun with this 
art kit.  Your friend, Julian 
 
In the week before Thanksgiving,  Waltham Family School 
distributed the art kits from First Lutheran to the families of 
the Waltham Family School.  These were the  “treasure 
boxes”  that Pastor Maehl lined up in the front of the sanctu-
ary one Sunday in September when school was just beginning. 
He told the First Lutheran children that they had the power to  
bless and asked them to bless these boxes.    At WFS we de-
cided to wait to give the boxes until now because the Thanks-
giving vacation was coming up and we thought the boxes 
would provide some special items for playing and creating in 
that long week. 
 
I happened to walk into the ESOL I class, the literacy level 
English class, just after the boxes were given to the parents; 
the teacher was naming the art supplies inside and explaining 
what they were.   As the parents were pulling out tissue paper 
and examining play dough cutters, one mother gave an ex-
cited cry and with a big smile began waving an orange col-
ored note that was inside the box.  She said just two words 
over and over in English, “my friend.”  She asked me to come 
over and read the note to her, so we read it together,  the mom 
repeating softly, “Julian… my friend.. made this..  for me. “ 
Soon all the mothers began searching in their boxes for the 
notes and I was making the rounds reading the notes and tell-
ing them the names of their new friend. ”Betsy …Josiah…
Austin…”  Smiles and laughter abounded.   And I smiled, too, 
as I recognized names  of children I knew from 1st Lutheran.   
The Thrivent sticker on the top of each box said, “From our 
hearts to your hands,”  and I thought,   and from your hands 
that wrote those notes  and blessed these boxes right into the 
hearts of these new friends. 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated the art supplies and the 
money to provide the boxes. Thank you to all the VBS chil-
dren who wrote notes and assembled boxes and blessed them! 
Thank you to the Justice and Service team for coordinating all.  
Thank you First Lutheran, from your friends at Waltham 
Family School.       Britta McNemar 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Alternative Gifting Options 
 

For those wanting to weave a measure of justice 
and service into holiday gifting, here are a few 
web sites you might consider: 
 
ELCA Good Gifts: (www.elca.org/goodgifts) is a 
good site for purchasing animals for families liv-
ing in poverty.   Heifer International also provides 
a similar service (www.heifer.org) 
 
Camp Calumet: for a variety of gift giving oppor-
tunities see See www.calumet.org/christmas  
 
Ten Thousand Villages and SERRV are great 
sites for interesting fair-trade gifts from a variety 
of developing countries (www.serrv.org) and 
(www.tenthousandvillages.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simply Giving 
 

Make your regular donation electronically 
 

Did you know we have an electronic option for 
making regular offerings? Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or sav-
ings account. Our electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and much needed donation 
consistency for our congregation. If you are cur-
rently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 
need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 
envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other cir-
cumstances prevent you from attending services, 
this program will allow your weekly or monthly 
offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. As 
you contemplate future contributions, please con-
sider electronic giving. Contact the church office if 
you would like an authorization form, or you can 
pick one up at church in the Pearson Room. 

Pledge Update 
 
We had a wonderful response to our stewardship 
appeal!  Thank you to so many of you for taking 
so seriously our responsibility to provide for the 
mission of the church and for your faithful finan-
cial giving.   The following are statistics from our 
Fall appeal: 
 
• Last year we received 43 pledges totaling 

$183,768 
• This year we have received 45 pledges totaling 

$206,444 
• This figure reflects: +23,376 from those who 

have increased their pledge, +$8,400 in new 
pledges; and -$7,480 from those who have re-
duced or concluded their pledge.  

 

This level of response is a great blessing and will 
enable us to not only address increased costs in 
certain areas, but to also expand our ministry in 
others.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Budgeting Process 

\The finance committee is now at work preparing a 
draft budget for 2016 that will be reviewed by the 
church council and presented at the congregational 
meeting.   Please plan on attending the annual 
meeting following worship on January 31.   Mem-
bers of the finance committee include: Scott Nie-
mann, Susan Pintus, and Brad Nederhoff.    We 
give thanks for their faithful oversight. 
 

 
 

Words of Thanks 
 

We are tremendously blessed by the resources that 
are offered for the mission and ministry of this 
congregation. We give thanks to God for every 
gift, small and large, and the leaders of this con-
gregation seek to craft a budget that makes faithful 
and effective use of what has been entrusted to us. 
Thank you; and thanks be to God for continuing to 
provide.    - Pastor Maehl 
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Walking Together in God’s Love 

Senior Classics 
 

On November 19th a group of 12 of 
us enjoyed a delicious lunch at 
Minuteman Technical School in 

Lexington. Fife and Drum restaurant is a training 
place for students. We had soup or salad, main dish, 
drink and dessert (and tip) for $10.00 each. All pre-
pared and served by students under excellent chefs 
supervision. It was so nice to be waited upon by 
sweet, young and polite students. It’s open to the 
public, but always call for a reservation 781-861-
6500 x4631 (closed Mondays). I highly recommend 
any day, but Friday is a luscious buffet. 
  - Ardeith Froeberg, for the Seniors 
 

 
 

Christmas Party 
December 17th 

11:45 am 
 
The party will be a pot-
luck luncheon. Anyone 
who has the time (and 
inclination) is welcome 

to joins us for the party and at all meetings. Look 
for the sign-up sheet in the Pearson Room for the 
Christmas Party. 

Christmas Gift Cards for Youth 
 

Once again, FLC is partnering with Chaplains on 
the Way (COTW) and four other Waltham con-
gregations to provide $25 Target gift cards to 
youth living at the Home Suites.  There are still 
over 100 families receiving temporary housing at 
the Home Suites.  Children under 12 will receive 
gifts through “Toys for Tots.”  We are partnering 
with others to ensure that the 52 youth living 
there receive a Christmas gift as well.  Gift cards 
may be given to Pastor Maehl or dropped off at 
the Church office by the deadline of December 
15.  Note that cash contributions will also be ac-
cepted and COTW will then purchase the gift 
cards.  We ask, however, that donations not be 
made by check. Thanks for your support. 
 

(Note: Chaplains on the Way, COTW, is a minis-
try to homeless persons in our community and 
Paul Pintus, a member of First Lutheran, is on 
the COTW board of directors.  COTW offers  
weekly prayer services.  There are also many 
conversations between chaplains and individuals 
on the street, at the Waltham Community Day 
Center, at McDonald’s, and elsewhere.    

SENIOR CLASSICS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Save the Date 
 

Annual Meeting 

after worship 

Sunday, January 31, 2016 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members of our First Lutheran Community: Fran Albrecht; 
Salvatore Cacace; Christina Danielson; Quinn Dickert; Rosy Hebert; 
Ray Jahrling; Alice Johnson; Bill Kalke; Kathryn McCowan; Cyn-
thia Niiler; Nancy Russell; Pamela Sperry. 
 

Friends and Family: Angie and Brian (friends of Sarah Rauhut); 
the Barazi family (friends of the Biter’s, Syrian refugees); Steve 
Connearney (friend of First Lutheran); Virginia DeRosa (friend of 

Connie Danielson); Irma Fox and family (Gloria Atherton’s sister); Carolyn Hoff (Steve Hoff’s mother); Na-
thaniel Kresge (brother of Peter Pinch); Eudeen MacSweeney (friend of Rut Johnson); Vicki Ostoff (sister-
in-law of Geri Nederhoff); Sally Raymond (Jen Biter’s mom); Marcy Ritsick (friend of Kathlene Gravelin); 
Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl); Michael Veit (friend of Paul and Susan). 
 

For those who grieve: the family and friends of Rita Lemon (friend of Susan and Paul Pintus); the family 
and friends of Hazel Keeney (grandmother of Emily Codner). 
 

For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and the forming Spanish speaking Lutheran congregation in 
Waltham.  For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The Waltham Commu-
nity Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, and ELCA World Hunger. 
 

If you would like to add (or remove) a name from the prayer list, please let Cynthia know in the church office. 

Walking Together in God’s Love 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waltham 

Ministers:  The people of the congregation 
 
Staff:  The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor 
  tmaehl@rcn.com 
 

  Ms. Cynthia Niiler, 
  Director of Music and Parish Secretary  
  cniilerchurch@rcn.com 
 

  Mr. Anthony Harrison 
  B.U. Field Student 
  acharr@bu.edu 
 

 
Worship:       Sundays at 10:30 am 
Learning Hour:   Sundays at 9:15 am 
 

Council: Angela Neal, President 
  Kevin Dickert, Vice President 
  Michelle Landstrom, Secretary 
  Scott Niemann, Treasurer 
  Rich Gravelin 
  Erika Jerram 
  Jennifer Lambert 
  Brad Nederhoff 
  Janice Ostrander 
  Susan Pintus 
  Eben Rauhut 
 Visit us on the Web at: 

www.firstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

and on Facebook at First Lutheran  
                Church - Waltham, MA 

 
Our Mission:  We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:  
  

   Walk together in God’s love; nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.   


