
Each year on the last Sunday of Octo-
ber we celebrate Reformation Sunday, 
recalling how on October 31, 1517 
Martin Luther nailed his 95 thesis to a 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  
His action was a call for debate that 
served as the beginning of what would 
come to be known as the great Protes-

tant Reformation.   Given that the reformation is now 
nearly 500 years old, and given that Lutheran and Ro-
man Catholic leaders have declared that what separated 
us in the time of the Reformation no longer does so, it 
is fair to ask, “Why keep observing Reformation Sun-
day?” 
 
Why? Because we are always in need of reform.   By 
remembering our past and recalling what is at the cen-
ter of our particular expression of faith, we open our-
selves to the power of the Holy Spirit to work in us ref-
ormation again and again. 
 
In the sermon on Sunday, October 25 I asked, “So what 
does Lutheran reformation look like?”  Someone took a 
photo of what came next and posted it on Facebook.  
Hundreds of people have now seen the picture of me 
standing atop a three step ladder in the middle of the 
sanctuary; however, few will understand what the im-
age is meant to show.  So, whether or not you have 
seen the picture, here’s a two-fold description of what it 
was meant to depict. 
 
First, I set up the ladder during the children’s sermon 
and told the children that I was climbing up so that I 
could be closer to God.  When I arrived at the top I 
noted that I did not feel closer to God, only further 
from them.  It was then that Pastor Ángel Marrero went 
to the altar, carried the bread of communion to the base 
of the ladder, and told me, “The bread is down here.”  I 
could then tell the children how we can’t make our way 
to God, but how in Jesus God makes a way to us. 
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Second in the so-called adult sermon, I climbed 
the ladder again.  On the 1st step I noted that 
American Evangelicalism asks, “Have you ac-
cepted Jesus in your heart.”  On the 2nd step I 
noted how in good Puritan fashion the old New 
England Christian asks, “When you meet God in 
heaven will you be able to say that you have 
given all you can give?”  On the 3rd step I noted 
that the voice of the inner judge inside  my head 
keeps asking, “Are you really good enough?” 
 
Then I noted that we come to worship, and in 
worship as in no other place we hear that:  
 

• Jesus is good enough (down one step);  
• Jesus has given all that he can give (down 

another step); 
• Through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, he has accepted you in his 
heart (down the last step).    

 
I then removed that ladder that had been block-
ing the font. The font: that blessed reservoir of 
water, central in our sanctuary, reminding us 
what is decisive in our life and destiny is not 
what we have done, but what God has done in 
Christ.  
 
What we do, (the giving, serving, praying, en-
couraging) is all important, but it is not central 
and it is not decisive.   What we do is our re-
sponse to our God who has come down, taken on 
human limitation and Sin, endured suffering and 
death, all in order that God may be close to us. 
 
Worship is still the only place you’ll hear this. 
Hearing this has the power of reformation.  My 
doctor urges me to take blood pressure medica-
tion, my dentist urges me to floss, and your pas-
tor is urging you to keep attending worship for 
the sake of reformation, again and again. 
 
   Faithfully,  Pastor Maehl 



                             20                                                              The Messenger: November 2015         Page 2 

 

 

Nurturing Faith 

Advent Wednesdays 
December 2, 9, 16 

7:30 pm 
 

“Be still and know that I 
am God.”  (Psalm 46) 

 
Mark your calendars, on the 
Wednesdays in Advent 

(December 2, 9, and 16) we will have a contem-
plative evening prayer service beginning at 7:30 
pm, followed by refreshments. Amidst the in-
creased pace and demands of the season, consid-
ering carving out this time to   attend to the wait-
ing, prayer, repentance, and hopefulness to which 
the season calls us … and at the same time mys-
teriously offers.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We rejoice that the following children received 
their first communion during worship on Sunday, 
October 25: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May our God, 
      who in the bread and cup is present with  
       forgiveness, love, and healing  
              bless the lives of these children  
    and bless us all.   
 

 

Sunday  Schedule 
 

9:15 am Adult Forum 
10:30 am Worship (unless otherwise noted) 

 
November 1  Sermon Theme: “Hope” 
 Isaiah 25:6-9; Rev. 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
 Worship at 8:05 and 10:30 am 
 Adult Forum: Apostle’s Creed (article 3) 
 
November 8 Sermon Theme: “Trust” 
 1 Kings 17:8-16; Heb 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 
 Pastor Ángel Marrero will be leading worship 
 Adult Forum: Vocation 
       Justice & Service Event following worship 
 
November 15 Sermon Theme: “Resist” 
 Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-25; Mark 13:1-8 
 Pastor Ángel Marrero will be leading worship 
 Adult Forum: Church 
 Annual Fall adult retreat in Vermont 
 
November 22 Sermon Theme: “Love” 
 Deut. 6:1-9; Heb 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 
 Adult Forum: Prayer 
 
November 29 Sermon Theme: “Wait” 
 Jerem 33:14-16; 1 Thess 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
 Adult Forum: Lord’s Prayer  
 
December  6   Sermon Theme: “Repent” 
 Mal 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 No Forum: Silent Auction Prep 
 
December 13 Sermon Theme: “Rejoice” 
 Zeph 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
 Adult Forum: Baptism 
        Justice & Service Event following worship 
 
December 20 Sermon Theme: “Believe” 
 Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-55 
 Adult Forum: Confession & Forgiveness 
 

Bold Topics = shared w/ Confirmation Class  

    Evening Prayer 

Julia Niemann 
Maggie Niemann 
Emma Pinch 
Richard Pinch 
Ryan Shread 
Tage Weeden 

Eliza Dickert 
Deidre Fahey 
Betsy Hoff 
Nick Hoff 
Alison Jerram 
Abby Neal 
James Neal 
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Nurturing Faith 

Founder’s Hall  
Celebration & Dedication 

 

On Sunday, October 25 we had a wonderful cele-
bration and dedication of our refurbished Foun-
der’s Hall.     On this day we were able to thank 
key leaders of the project in particular Brad 
Nederhoff and Norman Adams for their tremen-
dous work including: 
 

• Design 
• Estimating costs 
• Oversight of bidders and contractors 
• Working with city code officials dealing 

with fire alarm matters 
• Incorporating electrical, fire, and AV re-

quirements 
• Selection and installation of lighting 
• … and much more 

 
Also we recognized LuAnn Kimker and Cynthia 
Niiler, along with Norman and Brad, for so care-
fully working with the congregation to select 
paint colors, address storage issues, and provide 
general artistic oversight 
 
Lastly, we gave special recognition to Brad 
Nederhoff for “championing” the project.  At a 
time when we were nearly at the end of our Capi-
tal Campaign Funds and were not sure if we 
would be able to address this last project of the 
campaign, Brad designed and developed beautiful 
3D computer renderings of a variety of options, 
advocated strongly with the congregation, and 
assumed a key leadership role. 
 
Our thanks to Brad, Norm, LuAnn, and Cynthia; 
to Steve Hoff and Alan Sieving for Technology 
support, and to all who have made contributions 
to either the recent Capital Campaign or our on-
going Capital Improvement Fund.  We thank God 
for raising up these leaders and providing so 
many contributors; and through these empowering 
us to turn the dream of the renovation project into 
a reality. 

All Saints Day 
 

On All Saints Sunday, No-
vember 1, we remember 
those in our congregation 
who have died and those 
whom have been on our 
prayer list this past year 

and who have died.  We give thanks to God for the 
promise of eternal life through the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. 
 
Those in our congregation who have died: 

• Eleanor Brodrick 
• Gunny Cacace 
• Einar (Bud) Johnson  
• Norma McGann 

 
Those on our prayer list who have died: 

• Bob Callahan (friend of Lorraine Livingston, 
Maxwells and Maehls) 

• Edward T. Hughes II (father/father-in-law of Ed 
and Tracy Hughes) 

• Victor Maurer (great-uncle of LuAnn Kimker) 
• Elizabeth Miller (aunt of Cynthia Niiler) 
• Anita Ohlen (friend of Rut and Richard Johnson) 
• Roy Porter (father of Ryan Porter) 
• Nancy Van Keuren (aunt of LuAnn Kimker) 
• Fritz Wald (friend of Rut and Richard Johnson) 
• Willard Zwart (grandfather of Angela Neal) 

 

A prayer from our  
Founder’s Hall dedication 

 
May this room serve as a place where the gift 
of laughter will rise above our troubles, where 
treasured stories will be shared to make us 
wiser, where the pain of loss will be embraced 
with arms of hope and trust, and where we will 
continue to grow in our relationships with one 
another and grow in the faith, hope, and love 
made possible for us through the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ our Lord in whose 
name we pray.  Amen. 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

 

Stewardship Update 
 

As of October 27, we have received 36 written 
pledges totaling $172,444.    This is a wonderful 
response thus far and puts us well on our way 
toward our goal of $210,000.     If you have not 
yet made a commitment, please consider doing 
so in order that our finance team can craft a 
faithful budget for the coming year.  
 
Thanks to all who have made written commit-
ments and all who offer financial support for the 
important mission and ministry that we share.  
Through First Lutheran, God continues to bless 
the lives of children and adults, those carrying 
heavy burdens, and all of us who need a word 
of grace and hope.  We really are making a dif-
ference and your partnership is a blessing. 
 
 

Service Trip to El Salvador 
 

Plans are underway for our second service trip 
to El Salvador.  We have a tentative date of July 
16th through 24th, 2016, and a tentative loca-
tion of Santa Ana.  Again, as in 2014, we will 
be partnering with Habitat for Humanity and the 
work. 
 
We invite any in the congregation age 17 or 
older who would like to join us to do so.  There 
are a variety of tasks for a variety of skill and 
strength levels.  For more information or to in-
dicate interest please contact Jennifer Lambert 
or the church office.  
 
 

Estate Planning  
 

Please consider leaving First Lutheran or an-
other ministry of the church in your will.  10% 
of an estate could have a profound impact on 
the ministry here in Waltham or elsewhere.  It is 
another way that we can share with others out 
of thanksgiving for all that God has given us. 

 
Justice and Service Team Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you seen or heard of the ice-bucket challenge for 
ALS? Well, we’re adapting it in order to provide for oth-
ers as winter approaches. So if you’re reading this, con-
sider that ... 

 
You’ve been challenged! 

 
Join First Lutheran in the Thanks ForGiving Challenge 
as we collect critically needed items for Ascentria Care 
Allliance (formerly Lutheran Social Services).   
 
It’s easy!  We are providing cloth bags at church (or use 
one of your own). Fill this bag with items from the list 
below and bring it to church in November. 
 

 Socks    Feminine products 
 Adult Underwear  Toiletries 
 Diapers 
 
Not here in Waltham – no problem!  We challenge you 
to fill a bag of your own and donate it to a local charity in 
your area or go to ascentria.org and make a donation. 
 
Once you’ve filled your bag it’s your turn to challenge 
your friends, family, and neighbors!  Let’s keep this 
challenge going throughout the month of November and 
from coast to coast.  Challenge your friends on social me-
dia using #flcthanks4giving and follow us on Facebook or 
on Twitter and Instagram @flcwaltham.  

Note: Thanks to Marty Dugan for the wonderful logo! 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Property Update 
 

The following are some of the items that have re-
cently been addressed: 
 

• Re-striping of the parking lot  
• Inspection of fire extinguishers and fire 

alarms 
• Repainting of pastor’s and secretary’s offices  
• Repainting the hallway connecting nursery to 

the newly refurbished parish house  
• Refinishing the floor of parish house kitchen 

 
The following are some of the tasks we will be ad-
dressing in the near future: 
 

• Contract for the building of wooden shelving 
in the new storage area to the right of the 
stage  

• Issue a bid package for an irrigation system, 
(to be followed by a reseeded lawn.) 

• Repair ceiling in the Sunday school corridor. 
 
It is also our hope to pursue the replacement or re-
pair of our tower doors.  Our thanks to those who 
continue to make financial gifts to the Capital Im-
provement Fund allowing us to continue the work of 
caring for our facilities. 
 
 

 
 

Share in the Care 
 

Fall Work Day 
Saturday, November 7 

 
 

Our Fall work day is scheduled for November 7.  
You can come anytime between 9 am and 2 pm, and 
choose from a variety of projects inside or out.    
 

Note: several of our regular participants are un-
available to help and thus the participation of 
others would be most helpful!   
 

Please come if you are able and help share in the 
care. 

Luncheon and Silent Auction 
December 6 

 

Mark your calendars! Following worship on De-
cember 6 we are planning a pot-luck luncheon, 
silent auction and bake sale. The money raised will 
support our Camp Calumet Scholarship Fund. 
Please consider donating items in good condition, 
gift certificates, services, etc. and please  consider 
inviting a friend to join you for worship and the 
luncheon. Items for the silent auction may be 
brought to the church. For the time being we will 
be storing them in the youth room, and then even-
tually on the stage in Founder’s Hall. 
 
 

Handmade Boutique Fundraiser 
 

On Sunday, October 25 during our celebration of 
the Founder’s Hall renovations, members of the 
Thursday knitting group set out a variety of beauti-
ful handmade sweaters, hats, scarves, and more.   
We’re delighted to report that the Handmade Bou-
tique raised $408 for our Camp Calumet Scholar-
ship Fund.    
 
Our thanks to Shiela Landsman, a friend of Arde-
ith Froeberg, for donations of a large quantity of 
beautiful yarn that went into many of the hand-
made items.   
 

Thursday Knitters 
 

Knitting is an ancient art, brought to Europe from 
Egypt centuries ago, and traditionally enjoyed by 
women and men.   It’s never too late learn!  A 
group of us continues to meet each Thursday 
morning from 10 am to noon.  Some of us come 
for the knitting or other handcrafts, all of us come 
for the conversation and time together.  We wel-
come any to join us.    
 
Also if you knit on your own and would be willing 
to join us in knitting hats and other items to be 
given to others in need, please speak with Rut 
Johnson for more information.   
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Walking Together in God’s Love 

Senior Classics 
 

Senior Classics met on Thursday 
October 22 for a lunch and foliage 
ride. Eight of us rode out route 117 

to Lincoln Center for a delicious lunch at AKA res-
taurant with charming service. 
 
A beautiful drive to Old North Bridge in Concord  
followed, with a stop at Verrill Farms for apples, 
cheese and pie. How blessed we are to live in such 
a beautiful area and have so many caring and fun 
friends to share it with. 
 

Join us November 19 at 11:45 am for our next 
Senior Classics meeting when we travel to The 
Minuteman Technical High School in Lexington for 
lunch at their restaurant. We will also be able to 
purchase goodies form their bakery. 
 
 
 

Calumet Senior Van Trip 
 

Ten seniors plus Pastor Maehl enjoyed the beautiful 
and colorful White Mountain area at Calumet Lu-
theran Camp, October 7 - 9. The Conference Center 
is spacious and offers all amenities. First Lutheran 
had the place to ourselves and were pampered with 
a pontoon boat ride on beautiful Lake Ossipee, a 
tour of the area and covered bridges, ice cream and 
shopping. Our Calumet host and guide, John 
Junkins, was full of great information about the 
Freedom, NH area.  How wonderful to have three 
meals a day provided, delicious of course, and wait-
ing for us in the beautiful fire-placed dining room. 
Hiking, walking, prayer and games made it a beau-
tiful, relaxing retreat; and old photo albums brought 
memories of friends gone before us. 
 
Thank you Pastor Maehl for leading us in devotions 
and our thanks to the Nelson Board for providing 
the transportation service.   We all returned re-
freshed but wanting more. 
 

    Senior Classics 

Dear First Lutheran, 
 
Youth never stop surprising me, no matter how 
much I work with them in schools, camps, and 
churches. When I agreed to teach Sunday School for 
the 2nd-4th grade class, I was unsure of how deep I 
would be able to go, considering that I had mostly 
worked with jr. and sr. high students in ministry. But 
teaching at First Lutheran has been a joy because our 
youth have challenged my expectations. 
 
On a recent Sunday, we were learning the story of 
Moses’s birth in Sunday School. We discussed the 
brutality of Pharaoh, in his decree that Egyptian 
midwives should kill newborn sons of Hebrew 
women. But we also saw the compassion of the mid-
wives, who refused to follow the order and instead 
told Pharaoh that Hebrew women gave birth before 
they arrived. One of the students exclaimed, “They 
lied, though!” And before I could respond, another 
answered, “But it was to save the babies!” And so 
we discussed: “If a lie saves lives, was the lie 
wrong?”  As a seminarian studying Christian Ethics, 
I beamed. 
 
All of us, no matter our age or understanding, are 
joined together in this journey of faith. We all deal 
with ethical decisions in the day to day. What a 
blessing it is that we can come together to this place 
of worship to grapple with these issues together! I 
give thanks for this community and pray that we 
seek God to be at the center of our worship, our rela-
tionships, and decisions large and small. 
 
  Blessings, Anthony Harrison 
        Field Work Student 
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Prayer Concerns 
 
Members of our First Lutheran Community: Fran Albrecht; 
Salvatore Cacace; Christina Danielson; Quinn Dickert; Rosy Hebert; 
Ray Jahrling; Alice Johnson; Bill Kalke; Kathryn McCowan; Cyn-
thia Niiler; Nancy Russell; Pamela Sperry; Jane Wolley. 
 
Friends and Family: Angie and Brian (friends of Sarah Rauhut); 
Mary Ellen C. (friend of Susan & Paul Pintus); Steve Connearney 

(friend of First Lutheran); Virginia DeRosa (friend of Connie Danielson); Kathy Dickinson (friend of Susan 
and Paul Pintus); Irma Fox and family (Gloria Atherton’s sister); Carolyn Hoff (Steve Hoff’s mother); Na-
thaniel Kresge (brother of Peter Pinch); Nicholas Krush (nephew of Jen and Bill Biter); Eudeen Mac-
Sweeney (friend of Rut Johnson); Vicki Ostoff (sister-in-law of Geri Nederhoff); Sally Raymond (Jen Biter’s 
mom); Marcy Ritsick (friend of Kathlene Gravelin); Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl,). 
 

For those who grieve: the family and friends of Anita Ohlen (friend of Rut and Richard Johnson) 
 

For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and the forming Spanish speaking Lutheran congregation in 
Waltham.  For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The Waltham Commu-
nity Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, and ELCA World Hunger. 
 

If you would like to add (or remove) a name from the prayer list, please let Cynthia know in the church office. 

Walking Together in God’s Love 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waltham 

Ministers:  The people of the congregation 
 
Staff:  The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor 
  tmaehl@rcn.com 
 

  Ms. Cynthia Niiler, 
  Director of Music and Parish Secretary  
  cniilerchurch@rcn.com 
 

  Mr. Anthony Harrison 
  B.U. Field Student 
  acharr@bu.edu 
 

 
Worship:       Sundays at 10:30 am 
Learning Hour:   Sundays at 9:15 am 
 

Council: Angela Neal, President 
  Kevin Dickert, Vice President 
  Michelle Landstrom, Secretary 
  Scott Niemann, Treasurer 
  Rich Gravelin 
  Erika Jerram 
  Jennifer Lambert 
  Brad Nederhoff 
  Janice Ostrander 
  Susan Pintus 
  Eben Rauhut 
 Visit us on the Web at: 

www.firstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

and on Facebook at First Lutheran  
                Church - Waltham, MA 

 
Our Mission:  We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:  
  

   Walk together in God’s love; nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.   


