
You may read on page two the list of 
names of those who helped lead our an-
nual week of Vacation Bible School.  I 
offer my deep gratitude for everyone who 
helped, contributed, and/or prayed.  For 
those who were unable to attend, I want to 
describe one aspect of the program that I 
found particularly meaningful. 
 

First some background. Each day there was a Biblical story 
told.  The stories included:  
 

1. God calling Moses to deliver the oppressed people in 
Egypt (God may call us to difficult tasks);  

2. God called upon Solomon to build the temple (God 
calls upon us to participate in communal efforts); 

3.  Four friends brought a paralyzed man to Jesus for 
healing (Jesus welcomes and heals);  

4. Blind Bartemaus cries out to Jesus for healing (Jesus 
offers welcome and healing to those whom society 
might try to ignore or silence);  

5. The women gather at the tomb on Easter finding it 
empty (Jesus is alive and at work in this world).   

 

Each day during our opening we crafted a skit that would in-
troduce the story of the day.   Each skit centered on a lavishly 
dressed reporter named “Trendy Wendy” played by Isabella 
van der Weide.   In a room filled with nearly 80 children and 
youth, Trendy Wendy interviewed several members of our 
congregation who told personal stories that resonated with the 
Biblical story of the day. 
 
On Monday, Rut Johnson told of the difficult task of coming 
to the United States from Sweden and needing to learn nurs-
ing and Swedish at the same time; and she told of God’s love 
and support that she experienced through First Lutheran. 
 
On Tuesday, Reinhold Carlson told of his parents joining 
with others, none of whom were wealthy, to build First Lu-
theran in 1927 when he was but one year old.  He went on to 
tell how many others have contributed through the years; this 
in order that we might provide a place for people to go to 
pray to God and hear the stories of how God’s love and pres-
ence are always with us. 
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On Wednesday, Ardeith Froeberg told of her Aunt 
Marty who helped care for her when she was a little 
girl and who came to live Ardeith for the last few 
years of Aunt Marty’s life.   Ardeith told of how that 
move was a bit scary for both of them, yet how God 
blessed them both through it. 
 
On Thursday, Jennifer Lambert came and told the 
children a bit about her work helping people with 
vision problems.  She told of her supervisor, “Dr. C” 
whose faith in Jesus is leading him to travel to Africa 
this coming October, and how Jennifer is following. 
Shaped by the stories of Jesus, they will work, along 
with others, to offer their expertise caring for eyes of 
those who might otherwise lose their vision. 
 
On Friday, Pastor Leslie Scanlon, a colleague of mine 
who graciously offered to help with our VBS, told of 
how in just a few weeks she will move to Virginia to 
serve as the pastor of a congregation there; and how 
she will be telling others whom she does not yet 
know the stories of God’s love made known to us in 
and through Jesus. 
 
All these stories serve to remind us that we all partici-
pate in God’s ongoing story of healing the world.  
We are the ones who at times are called to difficult 
tasks.  We are the ones whom God calls upon to par-
ticipate in communal efforts.  We are the ones 
through whom Jesus offers welcome and healing.  So 
too, we are the ones called to advocate for those 
whom society would seek to silence or ignore.  And 
we are the ones who carry the news that Jesus is alive 
and at work in this troubled and beautiful world.   
Having faith that it is so and acting upon that faith is 
what gives depth, meaning, and joy (along with a 
measure of suffering) to our God-blessed lives. 
 
Thanks to all for your faithful support of our First 
Lutheran community through which God continues to 
be powerfully at work. 
 

   Faithfully,  Pastor Maehl 
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Nurturing Faith 

T-Shirts  Jen Biter 
Tent Wranglers:  Eben Rauhut  
   Ted Sjodin 
   Paul Pintus 
   Alan Sieving 
   Steve Hoff 
Games Fencing:  Steve Hoff 
Scenery:  Erika Jerram 
Décor Donations: Sarah Rauhut 
   Erika Jerram 
   Jiyoung Yoo 
   Kat Flinner 
   Mary Ellen Adams 
   Norm Adams 
   Seoyeon Park 
Set Up/Decorating Kat Flinner 
   Steve Hoff 
   Jaap van der Weide 
   Susie Hoglund 
   David Hoglund 
   LuAnn Kimker 
   Cathy Sukow 
   Isabella van der Weide 
   Anne Dugan 
   Lea Dugan 
   Laila Dugan 
   Seoyeon Park 
   Nick Hoff 
   Betsy Hoff 
Snack Supplies:  Frank Raymond 
BBQ Provisions : Jennifer Lambert 
BBQ Set up and Grill Bill Biter 
   Scott Niemann 
   Members of  
   Korean Hope Church 
Pizza Lunch  Café Angelinos 
 
Afternoon Activity Leaders: 
   Kat Flinner  Pastor Ángel Marrero 
   Paul Pintus  Penny Alexander 
   Zach Roe  Cathy Sukow 
   Meg Maehl  Inpakala Pandian 
   Ardeith Froeberg Diana Dupuis 
   Rut Johnson  Anne Dugan 
   Soojin Chung   Katie Maehl 
   Jiyoung Yoo  Isabella van der Weide 

We had a great week at VBS with 63 kids, 15 youth, and 
more adults that we can count 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who helped make 
this week a success. We have listed here those involved 
with many of the roles, but there are many more little jobs 
that others helped with as well. So thank you all. 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 
Morning Director:  Inpakala Pandian 
Registrar:  Anne Dugan 
Youth Director:  Kat Flinner 
Opening/Closing:  Pastor Maehl 
Opening Skits  Isabella van der Weide 
Crafts:    Karin Conrad 
   Cat Niemann 
   Janice Castellano 
Science:  Cathy Sukow 
   Paul Pintus 
Games:   Katie Maehl 
Music:   Katie Maehl 
Storytelling:  Pastor Ángel Marrero 
Pre-school Leader 3’s Lauren Frail 
   Olga Jimenez 
Pre-School Leader 4’s: Susie Hoglund 
   Jiyoung Yoo 
Kindergarten/1st grade: Grace Hoglund 
   Penny Alexander 
2nd Grade Guide: Pastor Leslie Scanlon 
3rd Grade Guide: Heather Fahey 
   Amanda Mennell 
4th-5th Grade Guide: Zach Roe 
Snack/Lunches:  Rut Johnson 
   Ardeith Froberg 
   Doris Speer 
   Diana Dupuis 
   Christine Kelleher 
Sign in/Sign Out: Jennifer Biter 
Monday Greeter: Meg Maehl 
   Britta McNemar 
Early Arrival Activities: LuAnn Kimker 
   Alexa Kimker 
Morning Office Help: Reinhold Carlson 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

First Lutheran Church Picnic 
 

Sunday, July 26, 2015 
12:00 – 4:00 PM 

Hosted by the Maehls and Nederhoffs 
in their adjoining yards 

between 1714 Trapelo Rd and 1 Leslie Rd, 
Waltham. 

 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, rolls, etc., will be pro-

vided 
Please bring the following: 

A dish to share, your own drinks and chairs 
Lawn games are welcome, too. 

 
During the picnic you will have the opportunity 

to  
say goodbye to the Porters (Ryan, Jess, and Wil-

liam)  
who are moving to New Jersey. 

 
Drop off can be done at either house. 

Main parking on Hobbs Brooks Rd or Leslie Rd. 
 
 
 

Thanks to Café Angelinos 
 

Our thanks to Café Angelinos for providing 15 pizzas 
for or Vacation Bible School.  They have been a part-
ner of our VBS for several years now, each year con-
tributing lunch on one of the days.    
 
One of the ways I express my gratitude to them is by 
purchasing food from them from time to time.  Note 
that they are now open for breakfast, and that the 
food is good and reasonably priced.  They serve on 
Sundays from 6 am to 2 pm.  If you should ever stop 
in for breakfast before or after church, tell them that 
you are from First Lutheran.     
        - Pastor Maehl 

National Youth Gathering Update 
 

Four youth (Lauren and Sidney Erdahl, Katie 
Maehl, and Isabella van der Weide) and two chaper-
ones (Jennifer Lambert and Prakash Pandian) at-
tended the ELCA National Youth Gathering, July 
15-19.   During the event they joined in worship 
with 30,000 other Lutheran youth, heard from won-
derful speakers, and participated in various activi-
ties including a day of community service (cleaning 
out vacant lots).  They report having had a wonder-
ful time and will have more to share in the weeks to 
come.  
 
Thanks to all who made contributions totaling over 
$7,500 for this trip.  Through the youth gathering, 
the ELCA brought nearly 30 million dollars into 
Detroit, through hotel use, food purchases, conven-
tion center and Ford Field use, etc.  So too, over 
100,000 person hours were expended in community 
service.  Also, our thanks to Jennifer Lambert for 
making all of the arrangements, and to Jennifer and 
Prakash Pandian for serving as chaperones for the 
group.   
 
The next youth gathering has been schedule for 
2018 in the city of Houston, Texas and we expect to 
be sending another group.   Youth entering 9th 
grade through having just completed 12th grade will 
be eligible to attend.  
 
 

Summer Camp 
 

On Sunday, July 26, 10 of our children and youth 
will be leaving for a week at Camp Calumet in 
Freedom, NH.  Thanks so much to those who have 
made contributions to the Calumet Scholarship 
Fund.  Thanks to your generosity, we are able to 
cover a significant portion of the cost for several of 
our campers.    Also, we are grateful to Camp Calu-
met who offers a scholarship of $200 for each of 
our campers!  Please keep them in your prayers dur-
ing the week of July 26 through August 1. 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Property Committee Update 
 
New Office Space:  The first floor apartment in the 
Parish House is in the process of being converted 
into new office and meeting space.   This former 
apartment has one bedroom, a living room, kitchen, 
bathroom, and sun porch; and it is accessible from 
the church through a door in the nursery. 
 
The sun porch will become the office for Pastor 
Ángel Marrero and the new congregation he is 
forming.  The living room will become a new meet-
ing space for both of our congregations.  The bed-
room will become a new office for the choir direc-
tor; offering her a true working space with room for 
a piano, storage of music, and a desk. 
 
In June we received a $7,000 gift that we hope will 
provide all or nearly all the funding for renovations 
and furnishings. Currently Paul Danielson is paint-
ing each of the rooms. We give thanks to Paul for 
offer this at such a reduced rate!   Also, we will be 
hiring a piano mover to move a beautiful piano, do-
nated several years ago by the Page family, from 
the basement to the new choir room.   We will also 
be moving filing cabinets filled with choir music.   
In the coming weeks, Pastor Ángel and Cynthia 
Niiler, along with members of the Property and 
Beautification committees, will be collaborating to 
find window treatments, furnishings, etc. that fit 
within our limited budget. 
 
Our thanks to Reinhold Carlson and Dennis 
Ostrander from the Nelson Memorial Apartments 
Board, and Norman Adams from the property com-
mittee who have been the prime movers in facilitat-
ing this transition.  
 
Founders Hall: Last year we completed much of a 
renovation of Founders’ Hall and the church 
kitchen.  There is still work to do, however, and 
much of this work depends upon funding through 
on-going gifts to the Capital Improvement Fund.    
 
The next task, for which we have funding in hand, 
is to  convert the current choir room office (on the 

right side of the stage) into storage.  We plan on 
constructing shelving and moving in many First 
Lutheran items stored elsewhere.  This will free up 
the left side of the stage allowing us to offer ample 
storage to other groups using First Lutheran includ-
ing: Infancy to Independence (I to I), Take of 
Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), and the Korean Hope 
Church.   
 
Items still on our “to-do” list include: getting a new 
(or refurbishing the old) center island counter in the 
kitchen, installing new kitchen backsplash, install-
ing a new wall hanging system in Founder’s Hall, 
installing a projection screen in Founder’s Hall, and 
more.  
 
Lawn Care:  Our thanks to Jason Felsh for taking 
care of the lawn and yard work this spring and sum-
mer.   We do have the problem that the lawn tends 
to burn and die each August.   We would like to 
install an irrigation system, but the cost is estimated 
at $6,000; which we do not have at this time.  
 
Outdoor Seating:  You may have noticed a new 
bench outside of Founder’s Hall.  This is the first 
step of an outdoor community gathering space that 
can be used by First Lutheran folks and by 
neighbors of the church who use that area to drop 
off and pick up elementary school children from the 
school bus.  In September we plan to add a lending 
library box; watch for more details in September.   
Our thanks to Norm Adams for converting an old 
church pew into our new outdoor bench. 
 
Capital Improvement On-going Wish List:  This 
includes: Refurbishing the deteriorating tower en-
trance doors (15K); replacing the discolored Lexan 
on sanctuary stained glass as we did on the main 
altar window (10K); replace the organ swell-chest 
(35K), extending the fire alarm system to the sanc-
tuary, classrooms, and Founder’s Hall (25K).   
Might any of these be part of your legacy? 
 
Gifts to the Capital Improvement Fund are wel-
come at any time; and will be well used! 
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Walking Together in God’s Love 

Our Thanks To  
 
All those who made gifts to the National Youth Gather-
ing and Camp Calumet Scholarship Funds: 
 

Norman And Mary Ellen Adams 
Emily Codner 
Connie Danielson 
Don and Natalie Frail 
Ardeith Froeberg 
Rosy Hebert 
Steve Hoff and Kat Flinner 
Christopher and Doris Hoyer 
Ray and June Jahrling 
Richard and Rut Johnson 
Bill Kalke 
LuAnn and Ken Kimker 
Lorraine Livingston 
Meg and Tom Maehl 
Tom and Pat Maxwell 
Brad and Geri Nederhoff 
Cynthia Niiler 
Peter and Catherine Pinch 
Paul and Susan Pintus 
Eben and Sarah Rauhut 
Alan and Alexandra Sieving 
Ann and Ted Sjodin 
Doris Speer 
Cathy and Jaap van der Weide 
Larry and Helen Yarbrough 

 
 
Those who have made gifts to the Capital Improvement 
Fund: 
 

Raymond and Lucille Benedetto Charitable Trust 
Charles Benson 
Reinhold Carlson 
Bud Crouse 
Rosy Hebert 
Edward and Tracy Hughes 
Dennis and Janice Ostrander 
Peter and Catherine Pinch 
Paul and Susan Pintus 

 
 
Intern Fund: 

Jennifer Lambert 
Peter and Catherine Pinch 
Paul and Susan Pintus 
Clarisse van der Feltz 

 
Senior Classics 

 
Senior Classics met June 18th 
for our last meeting until Sep-
tember 17. (Have a great sum-
mer) 
 

14 of us enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by our 
new member Diana in celebration of her birthday. 
Thank you and Happy Birthday Diana!  Food and 
conversation was plentiful. 
 

Senior Classics is a group that meets for conversa-
tion, support and connection. Join us September 
17th for fun and community. All are welcome - no 
age limits. 
 
 

Knitting Group 
 

The Thursday, 10 - 12  knitting group will continue 
to meet through July. All are welcome for crafts and 
conversation. We will then resume in September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Vacations 
Pastor Maehl and family will be away on vaca-
tion, August 3-17.  During his absence Pastor 
Ángel Marrero will lead worship on August 9 and 
Pastor Christopher Hoyer will lead worship on 
August 16.  Cynthia Niiler will be away July 27- 
30 and August 4 through 12th, and Adam Smith 
will be leading music on August 9. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members of our First Lutheran Community: Fran Albrecht; 
Gunny Cacace; Salvatore Cacace; Christina Danielson; Quinn Dick-
ert; Rosy Hebert; Ray Jahrling; Alice Johnson; Kathryn McCowan; 
Cynthia Niiler; Pamela Sperry; Jane Wolley. 
 
Friends and Family: Angie and Brian (friends of Sarah Rauhut); 
Grayson Aylward (friend of the McNemar-Habinowski family); 
Mary Ellen C. (friend of Susan & Paul Pintus); Virginia DeRosa 

(friend of Connie Danielson); Kathy Dickinson (friend of Susan and Paul Pintus); Tony Fabrizio (friend of 
Cheryl Ricci); Irma Fox and family (Gloria Atherton’s sister); Lewis Kaplan; Elizabeth Miller (aunt of Cyn-
thia Niiler); Anita Ohlen (friend of Rut and Richard Johnson); Vicki Ostoff (sister-in-law of Geri Neder-
hoff); Peter Ricci (Cheryl Ricci’s son); Marcy Ritsick (friend of Kathlene Gravelin); Jasmine Sahady (friend 
of Jennifer Biter); Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl,); May Wilson (friend of Connie 
Danielson); Debbie Zimmer (cousin of Carol Hansen). 
 
For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and the soon to be formed Spanish speaking Lutheran con-
gregation in Waltham.  For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The 
Waltham Community Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, and 
ELCA World Hunger. 

Note: if you would like to add or remove a name from our prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Walking Together in God’s Love 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waltham 

Ministers:  The people of the congregation 
 
Staff:  The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor 
  tmaehl@rcn.com 
 

  Ms. Cynthia Niiler, 
  Director of Music and Parish Secretary  
  cniilerchurch@rcn.com 
 

 
 
 
Worship: Sundays at 9:30 am 
            Returns to Sundays at 10:30 am on 9/13 
 

Learning Hour:  
            Resumes Sundays at 9:15 on 9/13. 

Council: Angela Neal, President 
  Kevin Dickert, Vice President 
  Michelle Landstrom, Secretary 
  Scott Niemann, Treasurer 
  Rich Gravelin 
  Erika Jerram 
  Jennifer Lambert 
  Brad Nederhoff 
  Janice Ostrander 
  Susan Pintus 
  Eben Rauhut 
 Visit us on the Web at: 

www.firstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

and on Facebook at First Lutheran  
                Church - Waltham, MA 

 
Our Mission:  We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:  
  

   Walk together in God’s love; nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.   


