
 
What are we doing as Church that’s of 
true value?  Why is it important that 
our particular congregation exists? 
 

Every now and then it is good to ask 
big questions such as these.  They can 
remind us of our essential mission, and 

help pull us back when we might be tempted to drift. 
There are many ways of addressing the above questions, 
I will offer just one in the space I have here. 
 

The Church is the community where in a particular way 
God is at work nurturing, deepening, and transforming 
us.  God, of course can be and is at work in other ways 
and other places, but in a central way God is at work in 
the Church as we engage in a trinity of relationships: 
our relationship with God, our relationship with others, 
and our relationship with our own inner selves.   
 

Note that I am using the word “trinity” intentionally.  
We speak of God as Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit - each separate and distinct, yet related in such a 
way that we profess that there is one God; three-in-one, 
one-in-three.  I believe the same to be true about rela-
tionships in the community of the Church.  Your rela-
tionships with God, with others, and with your own in-
ner self are all distinct; yet, at the same time they are all 
interwoven.    
 

So, for example, let us start with God.  How could you 
deepen your relationship with God, without it affecting 
your deepest self; that is, your soul? So too, how could 
one possibly seek to deepen one’s relationship with God 
with out the wisdom, history, insight, experiences, and 
support of others? One could not. 
 

The same is true if we start with our relationships with 
others.  How could one truly deepen one’s relationships 
with others, without addressing the judgments, hopes, 
anxieties, attractions, and selfishness that dwell deep 
within us.  So too, how could we truly deepen a relation-
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ship with another without having a sense of the 
other person’s own intrinsic worth, (this person 
for whom Christ died and rose) apart from his 
achievements or failures, or apart from her abil-
ity to make our own life a bit more pleasant.    
 

What are we doing as Church that’s of true 
value? 
 

We are gathering for worship, retreats, Sunday 
school and adult forums; engaging in justice and 
service endeavors and fellowship; weaving our 
lives together with one another, in and through 
the Spirit of Christ, in order that God might be at 
work in us - nurturing, deepening, transforming. 
 

Why is it important that our particular congrega-
tion exists? 
 

In order that God might be at work through us. 
At First Lutheran we are attending to a trinity of 
relationships (with God, with others, and with 
our own inner selves), in order that the God who 
is at work in us, might have better means to work 
through us for the healing of others whom we 
encounter in daily life, in this suffering world.  
 

I give thanks for all who have made efforts to 
participate in the life of our community; and for 
the ways that God continues to bless us, and 
through us others.    
   Faithfully, Pastor  Maehl  

 
Summer Schedule 

 
Worship at 9:30 am 

 
Begins June 14! 
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Nurturing Faith 

 
Everyone:  Please Pray!  Pray for the children who 
will come and for our leaders.  Pray not only that the 
program will run smoothly, but that lives will be 
touched and deepened by God.    
 
Parents: There are just a few spots available in each 
class, please talk to Inpakala Pandian or the church of-
fice if you would still like to register your child. 
 
Youth: If you are completing 6th grade, please con-
sider signing-up to be a youth helper.  
 
Adults: Please consider taking on a leadership or sup-
port role in this full and rich program. We need you! 
 
Particular Need of the moment:  We are in need of 
group co-leaders for grades 2 and 3.  If interested, 
please speak with Inpakala Pandian. 
 

 
“The Psalms and Me” Overnight 

 

Seven children and five adults participated in the May 
2-3 overnight. With times for learning, writing Psalms 
in their own words, a scavenger hunt, campfire, and 
sleeping bags in the nursery – they had a fabulous time.   
Thanks to Carol Hansen, Kat Flinner, Erika Jerram, 
Alan Sieving, and Paul Pintus for organizing and lead-
ing the event. 
 

Synod Assembly Update 
 

This year’s New England Synod Assembly will be held 
June 5-6 in Springfield, Massachusetts.  Thanks to our 
congregational representatives, Jennifer Lambert and 
Geri Nederhoff, who will be attending along with Pas-
tor Maehl. 

Sunday School and Worship Schedule 
 

June 7: Last Day of Sunday School and Adult Fo-
rum with worship at 10:30 am.  We will cele-
brate the ministry of our teachers during wor-
ship. 

 
June 14: Summer worship Schedule beings with 

worship at 9:30 am.  
 

June 21: Teacher Appreciation luncheon follow-
ing worship. 

 
July 6-10: Vacation Bible School 
 
July 26 - August 1: First Lutheran children and 

youth at Camp Calumet Lutheran on Ossipee 
Lake in Freedom, NH. 

 
 
Thanks to: Sunday school teachers and leaders: 
Mary Ellen Adams, Jen Biter, Emily Codner, 
Erika Jerram, Hannah Kimker, LuAnn Kimker, 
Pastor Maehl, Geri Nederhoff, Laura Nederhoff, 
Cynthia Niiler, Inpakala Pandian, Dianne Pou-
los, and Julie Weedon,  Thanks also for those 
who have shared in leading the adult forum:  
Brad Nederhoff, Scott Niemann, Susan and Paul 
Pintus, Ann and Ted Sjodin.  Finally, thanks to 
all who encourage their children to participate! 
 
First Lutheran Library: Here at First Lutheran 
we have quite a rich and amazing collection of 
children's books! We (Laura Nederhoff and Julie 
Weedon) are working on getting the collection or-
ganized and into an online catalog. This will let 
you browse our collection anywhere you have 
internet access. Are you looking for bibles for 
young readers? Books about baptism? Books about 
Noah's Ark? We have them all! We are gladly ac-
cepting ideas for ways we can make better use of 
the books as  well as donations (either monetary or 
books). Check out what we have cataloged so far 
at: https://www.librarything.com/catalog/
firstlutheranlibrary 

Vacation  
Bible School 

 
July 6 - 10 

 
How Can You Help? 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

Waltham Family School (WFS) Showcase 
 

June 4, 10am - Noon 
 

The annual WFS Showcase is a wonderful opportu-
nity to meet Waltham neighbors and to support and 
encourage them in their learning. All you have to do 
is talk! 
 
The Showcase is a tradition each June for the parents 
to use their developing English skills to share their 
experiences and successes with community members. 
It is an open house, so you can drop in any time be-
tween 10:00 and noon. The children will sing at 
11:30 am. 
 
For those who do not know the organization: The 
Waltham Family School provides educational oppor-
tunities for families who want to learn English. The 
school prepares preschool children for success in 
school, empowers parents to be partners with the 
schools in the education of their children, and 
strengthens the parents’ skills necessary for parent-
ing, workforce, and community life. Our members 
Britta McNemar, Meg Maehl and Anne Dugan are 
WFS staff, and our church supports the school in 
many ways. 
 

The Waltham Family School is located at 510 Moody 
Street in the former South Junior High, now Waltham 
Community and Cultural Center. You can learn more 
about the school at: www.walthamfamilyschool.org 
or facebook:WalthamFamilySchool.  
 
 

Project Bread’s Walk for Hunger 
 

Thanks to all who made contributions and to: Kat 
Flinner, Nick and Betsy Hoff, LuAnn Kimker, Meg 
Maehl, Laura Nederhoff, and Sammy Kalisa, who 
walked all of part of 20 miles on May 3 and raised 
over $3000. All money raised goes to local antihun-
ger programs, and to promote awareness about the 
face of hunger in our communities.  

Justice and Service Update 
 

Art Kits: We are collecting items to create Art Kits 
for the Waltham Family School. Index cards with 
the needed items are hanging from ribbons in the 
Pearson Room. Choose a card and bring that item to 
church by Wednesday June 24.Items include col-
ored pencils, bottles of white glue, washable mark-
ers, and more. 
 
El Salvador 2016: We are planning another Habitat 
for Humanity trip to El Salvador for the summer of 
2016. If you are interested in learning more about 
this please talk to Jennifer Lambert 
 
Thanks to: 
 
Christians Villata for offering to serve as our con-
gregation’s fiscal agent representative for the new 
Spanish speaking congregation.  Also thanks to 
Brad Nederhoff, Scott Niemann, and Christians 
Villalta for their work with payroll, pension, insur-
ance, and banking that are all part of our fiscal 
agency. 
 
Norm Adams for seeing to the repair of a deep sink 
hole that opened up in the Church parking lot. 
 
Jason Felsch and Janice Castellano for wonderful 
care of our lawn and gardens. 
 
Jennifer Lambert for coordinating the youth fund 
raising dinner and revue on May 9; and the assem-
bling of personal care kits for Lutheran World Re-
lief after worship on May 10. 
 

Britta McNemar, Geri Nederhoff, Jennifer Lam-
bert and Susan Pintus for helping to host a recep-
tion following the bishops visit on May 13. 
 

Members of the Upper Elementary Sunday 
School class for acting out the Road to Emmaus 
story in worship on May 17; with particular thanks 
to Nick Hoff, Kayali Pandian, and Justin Sjodin 
for their speaking roles.  
 
LuAnn Kimker and Hannah Kimker for oversee-
ing acolyte training on May 31. 
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Doing Justice, Serving All 

National Youth Gathering Update 
 

Living the mission of First Lutheran 
on a National Scale.   

July 15-19 
Detroit, Michigan 

 
The ELCA Youth Gathering for high school-age youth 
takes place every three years and is about faith forma-
tion, worship, study, fellowship, service and play.  
This year four of our youth will be participating: Sid-
ney and Lauren Erdahl, Katie Maehl, and Isabella van 
der Weide; along with chaperones Jennifer Lambert 
and Prakash Pandian. 
 
The Gathering is a five-day event that begins on 
Wednesday evening, July 15 and ends with a service 
of communion the following Sunday morning, July 19. 
The opening night sets the stage for the days ahead in 
which young people may have an encounter with Jesus, 
present in and among the 30,000 participants,  that en-
ergizes their faith and helps them discover their call to 
serve in the world — locally and globally. 
 
On the days between Wednesday and Sunday, young 
people rotate through a variety of service learning ex-
periences in the surrounding community. They explore 
and strengthen their faith by studying God’s word, 
serving their neighbor, sharing bread and wine in wor-
ship, participating in lively faith discussions and 
broadening their experience of God’s world and di-
verse communities. 
 
Fundraising Update:  As we move closer and closer 
to our July 15th departure, the participants would like 
to extend our heartfelt thanks for all the support we 
have received. To date, we have been able to raise 
$6,000 toward our goal of $8,000.  This has come 
through contributions at Trivia Night on March 14, a 
Dinner and Revue on May 9, and a stock sale that be-
gan in mid-May (see below).  Also, funds have come 
through those Thrivent members who have designated 
First Lutheran for sharing dollars; and through those 
who have made contributions to our First Lutheran En-
dowment Fund, the interest from which supports youth 
programming. 

Stock Sale: We are inviting others to invest in 
our youth by purchasing a share in the youth 
gathering.  Share prices are $100, $50 or $25.  
Share holders will be invited to a share-holders 
banquet after the youth gathering.  At this ban-
quet, the youth will cook and serve the meal and 
will share stories and pictures of their experience.  
Shares may be purchased any Sunday in church, 
or you may simply mail a check to the church 
marked “Youth Stock Sale.”     Again, thank you 
for your support! 

 
 

Camp Calumet Update 
 

We currently have 10 children signed up to par-
ticipate in a week of summer camp, July 26-
August 1.  The full cost per child , including 
transportation is $686.  Thankfully, we receive 
$200 in scholarship aid directly from Camp 
Calumet for each camper.   We estimate that we 
will need another $2,000 to offset additional fi-
nancial needs.   We welcome contributions 
marked, “Camp Calumet” at any time.  
 
Also, any additional money collected from the 
Stock Sale (see above), over and above costs for 
the National Youth Gathering will go toward 
camper scholarships.   Thank you for supporting 
our children and youth. 
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Walking Together in God’s Love 

Update on Bishop’s Visit 
 

Bishop Hazelwood, bishop of the New England 
Synod of the ELCA, visited on Wednesday, May 
13 and spoke to about 100 people (from several 
area Lutheran congregations) about his sense of 
where the church is heading.  The following are 
some of the notes that I jotted down as he spoke: 
 

• Society is going through a time of great turmoil 
and change. Our means of communication are 
rapidly changing, and we are evolving into a 
more “networked” culture. Younger genera-
tions have become more skeptical in their view 
of institutions, churches included; and we are 
living in an age of extremism: in our politics, 
our sports, and in religion too.  All of this has 
contributed to a decline in traditional religious 
participation; even as 92% of Americans still 
report belief in God, same as in 1948. 

 

• Many, including our bishop, see this as the be-
ginnings of something new and exciting; per-
haps even a new Reformation.  “The Church is 
not dying,” the bishop said, “It is in the process 
of being reborn.”  No one knows what the 
Church will look like in 50 or 100 years; yet 
what we do now as church may profoundly im-
pact the shape of the church to come. 

 

• Though we don’t yet know what the future 
church will look like, the bishop senses it will 
bear these marks: 

1) It will be less building centered, though 
place will continue to be important. 

2) It will be less institutional, more net-
worked 

3) It will have fewer programs, yet will be 
more relational 

4) It will be more “light weight,” lower 
maintenance. 

 
• What we can do in the meantime is continue to 

engage in “Holy Experimentation; trying new 
things, embracing failure, resisting the need for 
perfectionism.   This “Holy Experimentation” 
may help shape the church to come  in impor-
tant ways. 

 
 Senior Classics 
 
What a fun and delicious meet-
ing this May. Thank you to 

Diana for providing a lovely sand-
wich platter for all of us. We had 

12 plus Pastor in our group and the conversation 
was delightful. 
 
Next meeting is June 18th at 11:45 am. Bring your 
lunch—a goodie and drink will be provided. All are 
Welcome. 
 
 

Knitting Group 
 

The knitting group spent time sizing and pairing 2 
bags of knitting needles donated by Ardeith’s friend 
Sheila Landsman. Join us Thursdays from 10:00 
am- 12:00 pm for fun conversation and some knit-
ting and coffee.  

 
• Lastly, Bishop Hazelwood called for us to 

continue to believe that the economy of God 
is ultimately “Total extravagance!” Blessings 
will flow, provisions will come, surprises will 
happen, particularly if we continue to risk let-
ting go of resources for the sake of the 
neighbor. The Kingdom of God is always 
breaking into this broken and suffering world 
in new, creative ways and God seeks our bold, 
generous, courageous participation. 

 
I am grateful for the willingness of this congrega-
tion to engage in Holy Experimentation; for ex-
ample in service projects and mission trips, with 
robust worship and educational opportunities, and 
in our partnership with Pastor Marrero and the 
newly forming congregation.  All of these are 
means through which the Holy Spirit might 
deepen and transform us. 
    -    Pastor Maehl 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members of our First Lutheran Community: Fran Albrecht; 
Gunny Cacace; Salvatore Cacace; Christina Danielson; Quinn Dick-
ert; Rosy Hebert; Ray Jahrling; Alice Johnson; Kathryn McCowan; 
Cynthia Niiler; Pamela Sperry; Jane Wolley. 
 
Friends and Family: Angie and Brian (friends of Sarah Rauhut); 
Grayson Aylward (friend of the McNemar-Habinowski family); 
Mary Ellen C. (friend of Susan & Paul Pintus); Virginia DeRosa 

(friend of Connie Danielson); Kathy Dickinson (friend of Susan and Paul Pintus); Tony Fabrizio (friend of 
Cheryl Ricci); Irma Fox and family (Gloria Atherton’s sister); Lewis Kaplan; Ellen Katterheinrich (mother 
of LuAnn Kimker); Elizabeth Miller (aunt of Cynthia Niiler); Anita Ohlen (friend of Rut and Richard John-
son); Peter Ricci (Cheryl Ricci’s son); Marcy Ritsick (friend of Kathlene Gravelin); Jasmine Sahady (friend 
of Jennifer Biter); Doug Sewich (brother-in-law of Meg and Tom Maehl,); May Wilson (friend of Connie 
Danielson); Debbie Zimmer (cousin of Carol Hansen). 
 
For our partners: For the Rev. Ángel Marrero and the soon to be formed Spanish speaking Lutheran con-
gregation in Waltham.  For other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, The 
Waltham Community Day Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, and 
ELCA World Hunger. 
 
For those who grieve: the family and friends of Willard Zwart (grandfather of Angela Neal) 

Note: if you would like to add or remove a name from our prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Walking Together in God’s Love 

Congratulations to Pastor Ángel Marrero who was 
ordained April 26 and began work as Mission De-
veloper in Waltham on June 1. Please keep him and 
the congregation that will be forming in your 
prayers. 
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Celebrations 

Julia Kern graduated from Waltham High School and was recently selected to the Na-
tional US Cross Country Ski Team.  She will attend Stratton Mountain School in Ver-
mont this fall to dedicate much of her time to the sport and will be attending Dartmouth 
College starting in the spring.  
 
Katie Maehl graduated from Waltham High School and will be attending Wesleyan 
University in September 
 
William Sanders graduates from Arlington High School and will be attending Bates 
University in September. 
 
Sylvia van der Weide graduates from Lexington High School and will be attending 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in September. 

 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waltham 

Ministers:  The people of the congregation 
 
Staff:  The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor 
  tmaehl@rcn.com 
 

  Ms. Cynthia Niiler, 
  Director of Music and Parish Secretary  
  cniilerchurch@rcn.com 
 

 
 
 
Worship: June 7, 10:30 am 
 June 14 - September 6, 9:30 am 
 
    

Council:  
  Angela Neal, President 
  Kevin Dickert, Vice President 
  Michelle Landstrom, Secretary 
  Scott Niemann, Treasurer 
  Rich Gravelin 
  Erika Jerram 
  Jennifer Lambert 
  Brad Nederhoff 
  Janice Ostrander 
  Susan Pintus 
  Eben Rauhut 

 Visit us on the Web at: 
www.firstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

and on Facebook at First Lutheran  

 
Our Mission:  We discern that Jesus Christ is calling us to:  
  

   Walk together in God’s love; nurturing faith, doing justice, serving all.   


